
A Y\ 






\S 


O N\ 






va 







96 YEARS OF SERVICE. 
A MILLION THANKS. 

US A A salutes The American Legion on nearly 
100 years of helping veterans and their families. 



USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. © 2015 USAA. 214043-0215 
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Shown with USMC two Jima 
Memorial and Ruby 


W e are proud to honor War Veterans 

and Honor Recipients (Purple Heart, Bronze 
and Silver Star) with a highly personalized, 
powerful Service Ring. 


The top of your ring features a Solid 10 KT Gold Military Service 
emblem mounted on a large, highly polished capstone representing 
your personal Birthstone. Surrounding your Birthstone is your Service 
Branch name in boldly cut golden letters set against black hand 
enameling. The effect is stunning! The sides of the rings are 
sculptures of your War Medal & Ribbon in official enamel colors and 
the War Memorial or additional Service Emblem. 


Each ring is custom-crafted in New England by 
America’s finest maker of Militaiy, Fraternal and 
championship sports rings, in a combination of solid Sterling Silver 
richly detailed in 24KT antiqued Gold. 

As a permanent mark of exclusivity your ring will he 
engraved with your initials and years of service on the 
smooth inner band. Our rings are never hollowed out. 


“Thank you” priced at a remarkably low $2 3 9! an affordable payment 
plan is also available. See order form for details. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed 100% or return your ring within 3 0 days for replacement 
or refund - no questions asked. So, order yours today! 


YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS EXCLUSIVE WAR VETERAN SERVICE RING TO HONOR YOUR PLACE IN HISTORY. 

YOUR CHOICE OF PERSONAL BIRTHSTONE: Names refer to color. Stones simulated for consistent size and color. 

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER b 


JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 


GARNET AMETHYST AQUAMARINE WHITE EMERALD ALEXANDRITE RUBY PERIDOT SAPPHIRE ROSE ZIRCON GOLDEN BLUE ZIRCON 
ZIRCON SAPPHIRE 


HONOR 

RECIPIENTS 

may have their 
Medal & Ribbon 
opposite the War 
Medal & Ribbon. 

See order form. 




FREE 

FLAG PIN 

WITH ORDER 


FORFASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1 - 800 - 255-3048 

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm EST. Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. 


Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Rings, Two Radnor Corporate 

□ YES. I wish to order my exclusive War Veteran Ring, personalized with my 
birthstones, initials and year dates of service. 

□ Korean Service □ Vietnam Service □ Desert Storm 

□ Iraq |J] Afghanistan imJWWII (notshown) 

Top Emblem: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force .B Coast Guard 
□ USMC Iwo Jima 70th Anniversaiy 

Initials Desired (3): _ Service Yrs: _ to _ 

Ring Size: _ (Use ring sizer below or consult jeweler) Birthstone Mo. (1): _ 


Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in 4 monthly installments of $59.75* 
each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We cannot ship to p.o. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name_ 


Address . 
City_ 


State 


7ip 


□ I AM AN HONOR RECIPIENT. Please include my Medal & Ribbon on 
my ring: □ Purple Heart □ Bronze Star □ Silver Star 
NOTE: A copy of your DD214 or other authorizing document must be sent with your order. Thank You. 


Phone # (_ 


Email 
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I_I_1 J_L_L_I_LJ_L_L_I_L__ 


RING SIZE GUIDE 

CUT THIS OUT CAREFULLY 

USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER J 


Signature_ 

Plus $19.95 for processing, shipping and handling added to first payment. 

PA residents add 6% state sales tax. ($15.54) 

©ICM2015 
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FOR MORE FINE MILITARY RINGS & WATCHES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 

































20 That 1 Percent 

An American Legion Magazine tribute to the post-9/11 generation 
of veterans and their war on terrorism. 

26 United as One 

A young Camp Pendleton Marine wakes up at war with terror. 

By Michael Hjelmstad 

34 Lights of Liberty 

New York police officer and post-9/11 veteran is guided by 
the reasons we went to war and steps taken to secure the peace. 

By Wilem S. Wong 

40 Battlefields of Terror 

Asymmetrical, frontless warfare produces distinctive 21st-century 
battles that will take their place in the annals of U.S. military history. 

48 War and Detention 

Today's state-oblivious battle against terrorism has tested the laws 

of wa r. By Chris Jenks and Geoffrey Corn 


COVER: "WHY I AM HERE" 

Legionnaire and post-9/11 generation veteran Wilem Wong places 
a U.S. flag at the engraved name of Michael Edward Roberts, one of 
343 New York City Fire Department firefighters who lost his life in the 
line of duty after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Wong, who 
worked on the 86th floor of 2 World Trade Center from 1997 to 1999, 
was deployed to Afghanistan with the Army Reserve in 2011 when 
he received a prayer card from Roberts' uncle, New York City Police 
Department Chief of Transit Joseph Fox, thanking Wong for his 
service. "When I got the prayer card, I thought, This is why 
I am here.' I showed it to all my team members." p^byAmycEinott 


THE LONGEST WAR 

Soldiers with 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infantry 
Division, walk into the sunset to 
catch their flight out of Forward 
Operating Base Pacemaker near 
Kandahar, Afghanistan. The 
soldiers were on a mission to 
deliver holiday gifts of cookies, 
candy and personal hygiene 
products to the outlying FOB. 

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Ruth Pagan 


5 Vet Voice 

8 Commander’s 
Message 

10 I Am The 

American Legion 

12 Big Issues 

14 Living Well 

18 Veterans Update 

54 Rapid Fire 

66 Comrades 

68 Parting Shots 


The American Legion Magazine , a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.3 million members. These 
wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 
adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 


DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA? 



As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 


w 


Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 


$30 Billion 

FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 
TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • Web: www.coadylaw.com 
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"Men s Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do , without 
having to worry about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 

It is a Godsend. ” - John in Michigan 


MENS 



LIBERTY 


Ihe freedom to live 


Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 
These men are paying 
as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men's 
Liberty is covered by 
Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 
most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
handle all claims and billing 
to Medicare and your 
Insurance provider. 


What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 

& i Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty’s healthier 
alternative! * * 


The Diaper Dilemma 

Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 

Men’s Liberty Alternative 

There has not been a confirmed 
UTI or serious skin injury caused 
by Men’s Liberty, after more than 
one million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 

CALL TODAY! 

1-800-814-3259 

PROMO CODE: 

AML0915 

Hablamos Espanol 


MENS 

LIBERTY 



he fieeaom fo Live 


www.MensLiberty.com 
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'The Cannabis Question 7 

I live in California, where I have a medical marijuana recommendation for 
chronic low back pain, insomnia and anxiety (July). On the pain scale, I bounce 
between 6 and 9. When it gets to about 8, I'll use some marijuana, and it 
decreases the pain by about 50 percent. I used to go a week or two at a time on 
two to three hours of sleep a day. A little marijuana, and I fall asleep faster and 
sleep longer before waking up. 

I have yet to be prescribed a pain medication and I don't want one. My VA 
doctor doesn't seem to have a problem with it other than the fact that I am 
inhaling a foreign substance into my lungs. Providing this for those who need it 
would, in my opinion, prevent some from becoming dependent on drugs and/ 


or alcohol. 


I am a veteran of Army 
intelligence and retired from the 
Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA). I also 
started a business to deal with 
drug abuse in the workplace. 

I have worked in areas of drug 
abuse prevention, drug 
enforcement and drug 
dependence for more than 
50 years. I have lectured on the 
facts and science of drugs, 
particularly mind-altering 
drugs, over a thousand times. 
Two years ago I sold my 
company and am still writing 
and lecturing on drugs. 

I am in favor of anything that 
helps veterans. But what may 
help must be carefully 
evaluated so it does not actually 
harm more than help. 

The key chemicals in 
cannabis are only made by 
nature within the cannabis 
plant. These chemicals are 
psychotropic, meaning they 


- Gory Carpenter, Twenty nine Palms, Calif. 

enter the brain and have 
distinctive effects. The effects 
can be mind-altering, 
intoxicating, psychedelic, 
addicting or maybe beneficial. 
The only way to determine 
safety and efficacy is by 
scientific studies. This is what 
happens when an 
investigational new drug (IND) 
goes through the FDA process. 

The cannabis plant contains 
over 80 cannabinoids. The exact 
chemical structures vary 
depending on the strain of 
cannabis. Basically, most 
drugs - including most prescrip¬ 
tion drugs - are derived from 
plants. Perhaps we can add 
some medicines to the pharma¬ 
copeia from cannabis, but there 
is a right way and a wrong way. 
The tried-and-true FDA method 
is the right way. Physicians 
must also consider their Hippo¬ 
cratic Oath: do no harm. 

- Harold C. Patin, Metairie, La. 
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It is of no consequence that 
cannabis has not been proven to 
be effective. If a veteran thinks 
he is getting a benefit, he is. 
Pharmacy shelves are filled 
with drugs whose only purpose 
is not to cure, but to make one 
feel better. For an authoritarian 
and moralistic government to 
capriciously criminalize 
cannabis is a violation of 
human rights. 

- Mike Hogan, Castle Rock, Colo. 

If the plant has great value, 
why haven’t the medical 
profession and drug companies 
taken from it what works and 
produced a pill obtainable only 
by prescription? All who sell, use 
or grow the stuff (except as 
noted above) should be most 
severely punished. Its apparently 
widespread use is purely to 
render the nation a bunch of 
stupid, worthless druggies some 
nation will find easy to defeat. 

-James G. Hudkins, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

While Ken Olsen did a good 
story on the cannabis question, 
he had some errors and missing 
actions. According to Ohio 
Attorney General Mike DeWine, 
Ohio still charges and convicts 
people for having pot. It has 
never decriminalized it. And it 
makes no difference if a state 
says it’s OK to have or use pot; 
the Constitution’s Article VI says 
that if a state law is found to be 
in conflict with a federal law or 
the Constitution, the latter are 
supreme. As of today, federal law 
still says pot is illegal. 

If you are using pot for PTSD 
and such, you have my 
sympathy. But for God’s sake, do 


not accidentally take any pot 
onto a VA campus or smoke it in 
your car while going over. 
Because pot is illegal under 
federal law, if you are caught 
with any on the property or are 
found with any in your system, 
VA police will bust you. And 
VAMC staff is required by VA 
regulations and federal law to 
alert VA police and authorities 
that you have this in your blood. 
Either case could lead to you 
being charged and convicted. If 
convicted, you lose all VA 
benefits as well as the ability to 
see any VA doctor. You would 
lose your VA pension, and there 
is even a chance you would lose 
your military pension. 

- Daniel E. Gray, Defiance, Ohio 

The last thing a person who 
cannot handle daily life needs is 
the depressant marijuana. That 
person will never get the energy 
needed to do something about 
his or her life. Keeping busy, 
volunteering and thinking about 
something other than yourself is 
a big part of the answer. This 
does not include being stoned 
most of the time. 

- Denise Feller, East Helena, Mont. 

The Last Thing We Want 
to Happen' 

Thanks for Alan W. Dowd’s 
article on Operation Power Pack 
(July). I was in the 82nd 
Airborne Division, C Battery, 
319th Artillery, as the battery 
commander’s driver. The article 
gave me more insight as why we 
were there. I’m sure we were 
told a little about our mission, 
but this filled in a lot of blanks. 

- Larry W. Holland, Swansboro, N.C. 


I wish to thank the author for 
his fine article on the Dominican 
Republic civil war. I was there 
through 1965 and never quite 
understood who was who. My 
ship was one of 11 World War II 
LSTs that made multiple trips 
from Little Creek, Va. In fact, 
several brought in the tanks that 
rolled into Santo Domingo to end 
the fighting. On our return trip 
we carried a group of 82nd 
Airborne boys home. 

- Jim Serpa, Mesa, Ariz. 

Boys State memories 

The July Commander’s 
Message brought back memories 
of when I attended Boys State in 
1951. I was one of those young 
guys who gathered at the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds, where The 
American Legion housed us in a 
4-H building. Since I played 
trumpet in our high school band, 
I volunteered to play in the Boys 
State band. We attended classes 
centered around organizing a 
political platform and 
nominating candidates to run for 
office. It was indeed an 
education, for Boys State 
inspired me later to work for the 
Illinois state government in 
Springfield. I held several 
positions, starting at the 
Department of Mental Health & 
Disabilities. A couple of years 
later, I was nominated to be 
budget director for the Illinois 
Department of Labor. Looking 
back, I can say that week 
transformed my understanding 
of governmental operations. 

A few years ago, my grandson 
attended Illinois Boys State. 
Thank you, American Legion. 

- Ronald L. Baker, Springfield, Va. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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in whole life insurance 


Finally, FREEDOM from the high cost of life insurance! 

American Legion members want the best value in today’s challenging times. Whether 
you need funds to help pay your final expenses or just want to strengthen your current 
coverage, United of Omaha Life Insurance Company and Companion Life 
Insurance Company have the right protection ... priced right for you. 


GUARANTEED 

issue up to $20,000.00. 

No health questions asked. 

FREE to choose the insurance 
policy amount you want: $3,000.00, 
$5,000.00, $10,000.00 or $20,000.00! 

FREE No-Obligation Application 
Packet will be rushed to you. This 
packet will contain everything you 
need to apply for coverage. 




These affordable monthly premiums 
will NEVER INCREASE, guaranteed . 



n 

$3,000.00 

$5,000.00 

$10,000.00 

$20,000.00 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Male 
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45-49 
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$15.28 

$11.50 
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$36.00 
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$71.00 

60-64 

$18.50 

$13.75 

$30.17 

$22.25 

$59.33 

$43.50 

$117.67 

$86.00 

65-69 

$22.08 

$17.05 

$36.13 

$27.75 

$71.25 

$54.50 

$141.50 

$108.00 

70-74 

$29.53 

$22.30 

$48.54 

$36.50 

$96.08 

$72.00 

$191.17 

$143.00 

75-79 

$38.65 

$30.70 

$63.75 

$50.50 

$126.50 

$100.00 

$252.00 

$199.00 

80-85 

$51.55 

$43.45 

$85.25 

$71.75 

$169.50 

$142.50 

$338.00 

$284.00 


In NY and OR please call for rates. 


United of Omaha Life Insurance Company 
Companion Life Insurance Company 

Mutual of Omaha Affiliates 

There’s NO OBLIGATION so call today. www.MutualDirect-Legion.com 

This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance agent/producer may contact you by telephone. These policies 
contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits during the first two years of 
policy ownership. Whole life insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 
68175 which is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, 
Hauppauge, NY 11788. Each underwriting company is responsible for its own financial and contractual obligations. Policy Form ICC11L059P 
or state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY) Age eligibility varies in some states. 30109 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


The post-9/11 generation’s place 

Most veterans of the post-9/11 wars have been home for some time, 
but in many ways America is just getting to know them. 

Thousands are transitioning out of the military or retiring from 
service, opening new chapters in their lives. Others who have fought in 
this long war hung up their uniforms years ago and are paying it 
forward today as Legionnaires, veterans helping veterans, building new 
careers, raising families and leading communities. 

In your hometown and mine, these men and women are eager to enjoy 
the freedoms for which they fought. They’re taking college classes. 
They’re applying for jobs. They’re owning and operating businesses. 
They’re volunteering in their communities and running for elected 
offices. This is their moment. 

Yet the ordinary veteran’s experience, and success, often doesn’t make 
the news. Post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, 
prosthetic limbs, and VA’s struggles to keep pace with patient numbers 
and claims certainly demand our attention and action. But that’s only 
part of the story of this extraordinary generation of veterans. 

There’s a myth that our veterans “are somehow damaged goods,” 
retired Marine Corps Gen. James Mattis said in a speech at the Marines’ 
Memorial Club in San Francisco last year. “I don’t buy it.” 

Unfortunately, when “wounded” is emphasized over “warrior,” a 
misleading narrative can take shape: that veterans are victims 
traumatized by war. That can indeed happen, but for the majority of 
those who served in combat, it’s just not the case. 

Having come of age in the Vietnam era, when troop support hit an 
all-time low, I’m gratified that Americans today are united in caring for 
our servicemembers, no matter how they feel about the war on 
terrorism. The Internet and social media, too, have made us ever more 
aware of the bravery and sacrifice of our troops - not to mention the toll 
of their injuries, physical and mental. We see their pictures, we read 
about their struggles and, understandably, we’re moved. Headlines 
about PTSD and veteran suicide rates add to our concern. 

Let me tell you, though, what I know about these veterans. First, all of 
the more than 2.5 million men and women who deployed to the war 
theaters were volunteers. National Guard and reserve personnel 
commonly left civilian lives behind for two or more tours. 

Second, combat was unique for post-9/11 veterans. Roadside bombs, 
shifting political and religious tensions, and no easy way to distinguish 
civilians from combatants posed unprecedented challenges that our 
troops met head-on, and continue to meet. 

On bases, in hospitals and at job fairs, I’ve met hundreds of these 
young veterans, and none have shown regret for the sacrifices they have 
made, nor do they seek sympathy from anyone. Before the nation ever 
asked, they declared their willingness to serve and, if necessary, give 
their lives in our defense. They deserve our pride and support. With 
that, I thank those who have served during this war - including two of 
my own sons - all of whom are carving out a place in history that 
belongs entirely to them. 


in history 



National Commander 
Michael D. Helm 

MEMORANDA 

ANNUAL REPORT 

The American Legion's 2015 Annual 
Report is available and free for 
download, illustrating the many 
ways the Legion made differences 
for the nation and individuals alike 
over the past year. 

* www.legion.org/publications 

NATIONAL DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESS MONTH 

September is National Disaster 
Preparedness Month. In 2006, the 
Legion signed a statement of 
affiliation with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
and works with the Department of 
Homeland Security to promote 
disaster preparedness and 
response. The Legion has made 
available and free for download 
"Disaster Preparedness and 
Response for American Legion 
Posts," detailing how posts can 
help their communities plan for 
and survive a catastrophe, from 
supplies to communications. 

* www.legion.org/publications 

NATIONAL POW/MIA 
RECOGNITION DAY 

The day set aside to honor former 
prisoners of war and those still 
missing in action falls on Sept. 18 
this year. A designated POW/MIA 
Empty Chair is present at all official 
meetings of The American Legion. 

* www.legion.org/powmia 
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Rich sterling silver plating with 


18K gold-plated accents 
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Beauty and Strength 
in a Custom-crafted Design 

Our “USMC Strong " Pendant has a uniquely spirited 
design that defines the strength of character it takes to be a 
loved one of a Marine, while also honoring the values that 
they uphold. 

Individually crafted in rich sterling silver plating with 
gleaming 18K gold-plated accents, each pendant proudly 
displays 3 rings that roll together to represent the creed 
that USMC loved ones abide by just as much as their 
beloved Marines do. The words “Honor, ” “Courage” and 
“Commitment” are finely engraved on the back of each 
rolling ring, while the front of the 18K gold-plated ring 
is also engraved with the sentiment “USMC Strong. ” This 
gorgeous pendant also features a charm of the Marine 
Corps emblem of eagle, globe and anchor that dangles 
from the center of the rings. A matching 18" stainless steel 
chain completes the look. 

Exquisite Craftsmanship ... 
Exceptional Value 

A wonderful representation of everything you and your 
Marine stand for, the “USMC Strong” Pendant is available at 
the remarkable price of just $99*, which you can pay for in 
4 installments of $24.75, and backed by our unconditional 
120-day guarantee. It comes in a velvet jewelry pouch and 
gift box with the meaningful poem card “USMC Strong, ” 
and includes a Certificate of Authenticity that attests to 
the pendant’s original design. To reserve your pendant, 
send no money now; just fill out and mail the Reservation 
Application today! 

www.bradfordexchange.com/l 9417 

©2014 BGE 01-19417-001-BI 


USMC STRONG 


PENDANT 


A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from The Bradford Exchange 


LIMITED-TIME OFFER 

Reservations will be accepted on a 

first-come, first-served basis. 

Respond as soon as possible to reserve 
your “USMC Strong’’ Pendant. 


RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 



BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

** J-E WM# *- 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please reserve the “USMC Strong” Pendant 

for me as described in this announcement. 


Signature 


Shown actual size 

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery of your jewelry after we 
receive your initial deposit. Sales 
subject to product availability and 
order acceptance. 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 


Address 


Name (Please Print Clearly) 


City 


State 


Zjp 


E-Mail (Optional) 


01-19417-001-E94901 

















I AM THE AMERICAN LEGION 



THERESEA 

CRUZ 

Theresea Cruz is a mother of eight, 
a grandmother and a full-time client 
account executive. She's also an Army 
veteran and the first female 
commander of American Legion Post 
436 in Jourdanton, Texas. 

Her father, William Sikonia, inspired 
Cruz to serve the nation and, later, the 
Legion. "I joined the military because 
of my father. I was so proud of him 
being in the 82nd Airborne Division." 

Those feelings were mutual. "He 
would be so excited when I came 
home for a visit and would say, 'Let's 
grab a beer at The American Legion,'" 
Cruz says. "I remember that moment 
of sharing a beer and talking shop 
with my dad. The American Legion 
holds a special memory for me." 

Now, as commander, she is 
passionate about her three-year plan 
to reinvigorate the post and create a 
family atmosphere. Members are 
re-engaged and embarking on new 
projects: raising funds for an 
oratorical contest, hosting veterans 
benefits forums, and launching a 
Legion Riders chapter, a new Auxiliary 
unit and a Sons of The American 
Legion squadron. 

Knowing that her gender and 
generation might be surprising to 
some members, she relies on the 
lessons she learned from her father 
and service. 

"My children spend a lot of time 
here (at the post) because my 
husband Isaias and I are both officers," 
she says. "I consider my officers my 
team, my family, my support group. 
This is my family and my home. But 
it's not my Legion, as commander - 
it's our Legion." 

Watch an interview with 
Theresea Cruz online: 

© www.legion.org/magazine 

See an archive of past 
interviews: 

© www.legion.org/iamlegion 

Photo by Clay Lomneth 


"My loyalty and my passion are with 
The American Legion because of that 
fond memory of my father." 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Army (2002-2005) 


MOS Carpentry and masonry specialist 
RANK Specialist 

AMERICAN LEGION POST Post 436, Jourdanton, Texas 
YEARS IN THE LEGION 10 
LEGION OFFICES 

■ Post commander (2015-2016) 

■ Assistant post adjutant (2014-2015) 

■ JROTC mentorship program (2015-2016) 




Zip-Up Security I.D. Case 


MAXIMUM SECURITY! 



Deluxe Version 

New Exclusive Design! 
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Holds 


Cards! 


Thin Styling 


Protect Your Cash & Credit Cards! 

This case is so thin, it must have been cut by a high precision laser beam. Soft, rich leather case with brass trim has 
full zip-around protection for MAXIMUM SECURITY for all your cards & cash. So thin and compact, it fits easily in your 
shirt/pant pocket, or even attaches to your key ring. Easily hidden...you’ll never worry again! Clear windows hold up to 
34 credit cards, photos and cash, plus there’s a bonus outside window pocket for I.D.s. Compact fashion import 
measures 4yi6” x 2Order now and get a second one FREE, plus FREE Shipping AND a FREE surprise gift! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


0 foLL%R?E V 1,800.530.2689 | DreamProducts.com may vary) 


Connect with Dream Products 


email blog facebook pinterest 


S + 


FREE! 

Shipping 

AND... 

Receive a 
FREE Surprise Gift 
with Every Order 



Zip-Up Security I.D. Case 

#94355 Black Securitv Case(s) @ 

$7.99 each PLUS BLACK FREE 

$ 

#94356 Burgundy Security Case(s) @ 

$7.99 each PLUS BURGUNDY FREE 

$ 

#94357 Black Securitv Case(s) @ 

$7.99 each PLUS BURGUNDY FREE 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax 

$ 

Regular Shipping Add $3^5 

$ FREE 

Add $1.00 handling no matter how many ordered. 

$ 1.00 

1 - FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

1 K Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5*7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

Please Print Clearly TOTAL 

$ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS slv, Cards 


Dept. 70743 

Card# 

Exp. Date 


1 











Address _ 

City_ST Z\p 


Daytime Phone #_ 


Email Address_ 

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 






















































BIG ISSUES 


Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act 



SUPPORT 

Rep. Diane Black, R-Tenn. 

■ Black is on the House Committee 
on Ways and Means. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn. 

■ DeLauro is a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee. 


More than 40 years ago, I became a nurse and 
took a vow to “devote myself to the welfare of 
those committed to my care.” At the time, our 
understanding of science limited the extent to 
which I could fulfill that promise. 

Early in my career, if a 
woman came into our 
hospital in labor at 32 weeks, 
the odds of saving her child 
were slim. Today, however, 
babies are being saved as 
early as 22 weeks into fetal 
development. What’s more, 
there is significant evidence that by 20 weeks, 
unborn children have the capacity to feel pain. 

Sadly, while we celebrate advances in technology 
that prove life has value and worth before leaving 
the hospital, we continue to be one of only seven 
nations that allow elective late-term abortions - 
putting the United States in the same category as 
countries like Vietnam and North Korea. 

Polls consistently show that upward of 
60 percent of Americans support putting an end to 
the dangerous and inhumane practice of late-term 
abortions. These numbers will only increase as we 
become more aware of the pain these babies 
experience during abortion and the evidence 
supporting their viability at increasingly early 
stages of development. 

To that end, the House of Representatives 
voted to pass the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act, which will provide federal legal 
protection for unborn children at 20 weeks with 
exceptions to save the life of the mother or in cases 
of rape and incest. 

In the year 2015, the United States has no 
business ending the lives of babies who can live 
outside the womb. Science agrees, and so do the 
majority of Americans. The Pain-Capable Unborn 
Child Protection Act will right this wrong. 


Women deserve to be trusted to make medical 
decisions in private consultation with their 
doctors and families, not politicians serving in 
Washington. That should be the starting point for 
any discussion on abortion. 

I strongly opposed the 
anti-choice legislation put 
forward by the House 
majority because it would 
jeopardize women’s 
health and rights. My 
colleagues across the aisle 
claim to be against govern¬ 
ment overreach, but this bill would extend such 
reach straight into the doctor’s office. That is the 
height of hypocrisy, not to mention an 
unwarranted attack on the privacy of women 
experiencing unintended pregnancies - 
something half of all U.S. women will experience 
at some point in their lives. 

Being in the majority is not an excuse to try to 
insert ideological preferences into law, yet that is 
exactly what this bill tries to do. It violates the 
principles laid out in Roe v. Wade , which has been 
settled law for more than 40 years. 

Instead of polarizing the nation, we need to 
find common ground that allows us to move 
forward together. This is not an impossible task. 
Not long ago, Rep. Tim Ryan, D-Ohio, and I 
introduced legislation that brought together 
groups as varied as NARAL Pro-Choice America 
and the pro-life Catholics in Alliance for the 
Common Good. 

The basic principle of our legislation was to 
reduce the number of abortions - surely a goal 
everyone can support. We proposed proven 
strategies that emphasize prevention, safe and 
affordable contraception, and family support. 
These are the most effective ways to prevent 
unintended pregnancies and abortions. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection 
Act grants federal legal protection for 
unborn children at 20 weeks . Opponents 
say it violates women's reproductive rights. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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U.s. 60 VERNMINI 60 U 

TODAY - U.S. Money Reserve has scheduled what could be its final release of U.S. 
government-issued $5 gold coins previously held at the U.S. Mint at West Point. 
These government-issued gold coins are being released on a first-come, first-served 
basis for the incredible markup-free price of only $125 per coin. Please be advised: 
U.S. Money Reserve’s at-cost U.S. government gold coin inventory will be available at 
this special price while supplies last or for up to 30 days. Do not delay. Call today. 


Own Gov't-Issued Gold Coins 

DUE TO STRICT LIMITED AVAILABILITY, TELEPHONE ORDERS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS 
m ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. 



PURE COST - NO DEALER MARKUP! 


$ 125 


00 


EACH 


PRICES MAY BE MORE OR LESS BASED ON 
CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. CALL NOW. 


If you’ve been waiting to move your hard-earned money into 
precious metals, now is the time to consider transferring 
your U.S. dollars into United States government gold coins. 
Gold’s recent 10-year performance to date has surpassed 
the Nasdaq, Dow and S&P 500. Call immediately to order 
your United States gold coins direct from U.S. Money 
Reserve’s Main Vault Facility, for the amazing at-cost price 
of only $125 per coin. Special arrangements can be made 
for gold purchases over $50,000. Order your gold today! 


1 - U.S. Gov’t-Issued Gold Coin $125 

(PLUS INSURANCE, SHIPPING & HANDLING $15.00) 

5 - U.S. Gov’t-Issued Gold Coins $625 

(PLUS INSURANCE, SHIPPING & HANDLING $25.00) 

10 - U.S. Gov’t-Issued Gold Coins $1,250 

(PLUS INSURANCE, SHIPPING & HANDLING $35.00) 

CALL TOLL-FREE (7 Days A Week) 

1-855-406-7214 

MASTERCARD . VISA . AMEX. DISCOVER . CHECK. BANK WIRE 


1/10-ounce coins 
enlarged to show detail. 


RESERVE 

Not available to the state of Georgia. 


© 2015 U.S. Money Reserve. The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. The company is not affiliated with the U.S. Government and the U.S. Mint. Past 
performance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. Special offer is strictly limited to only one lifetime purchase of 10 coins (regardless of price paid) per household, plus shipping 
and insurance ($15-$35). Price not valid for precious metals dealers. All calls recorded for quality assurance. Offer void where prohibited. Coin dates our choice. 









LIVING WELL 

An alternative to 
appendectomies? 

For non-emergency 
appendicitis attacks - known as 
"uncomplicated acute 
appendicitis" - appendectomies 
may be supplanted by antibiotics, 
according to a study published in 
JAMA: The Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The Finnish study tracked 530 
patients between 18 and 60, The 
Independent reports. Participants 
agreed to be randomly assigned to 
either antibiotic or surgical 
treatment for their appendicitis. 
Seventy-five percent of the 257 
people who received antibiotics 
"recovered easily and did not 
require surgery." The antibiotics 
were found to effectively counter 
inflammation of the appendix. 

"This is quite a radical change in 
the line of thinking, because 
appendectomy has served 
patients well for over 100 years," 
says Paulina Salminen, the study's 
lead author. 



Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their physicians when 
they have health problems. 

__ Sv. 


Every 
breath 
you take 

For those with COPD, 
the struggle is daily 
and impossible to 
ignore. 



BY MICHELLE GIBEAULT TRAUB 

We take approximately 20,000 
breaths per day. Breathing 
typically comes so easily that we 
don’t even notice it taking place. 
But for millions of Americans 
with chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), the 
daily struggle to get enough 
oxygen is impossible to overlook. 

COPD refers to several lung 
disorders, including bronchitis 
and emphysema. Its main 
characteristic is a difficulty in 
breathing that reduces the 
amount of oxygen able to enter 
the body. Symptoms include 
shortness of breath, tightness in 
the chest, frequent coughing 
(often with mucus) and 
wheezing. 

In 2011, 15 million Americans 
were reported to have COPD, the 
third-leading cause of death in 
the country. Yet many more 
individuals have difficulty 
breathing, which leads some 
health professionals to believe 
that as many as 24 million people 
actually live with the disease. 

The majority of patients with 
COPD have smoked at some point 
in their lives. Smoking or 
inhaling other air pollutants or 


chemicals damages tissues in the 
lungs responsible for taking in 
oxygen and releasing carbon 
dioxide. When lung tissue is 
damaged, mucus builds up, 
hindering airflow while driving 
the diaphragm to contract in an 
attempt to expel the sticky 
substance. This results in the 
chronic and often painful cough 
common in lung disease. 

Unfortunately, once lung tissue 
is damaged it can’t be repaired. 
Avoiding smoke and air pollution 
is the only known way to prevent 
COPD, and quitting as soon as 
possible is the only way to halt 
the disease’s progression. 

Treatment options for COPD 
focus on minimizing further lung 
inflammation, supporting the 
airways and thinning mucus so 
that breathing is easier. 
Medications are often utilized. 
Some individuals also require 
supplementary oxygen delivered 
via a tank. 

Pulmonary rehabilitation 
programs help patients navigate 
the challenges of living with lung 
disease. Such programs teach 
patients how to conserve their 
energy levels and maximize their 

See BREATH on page 16 
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Sometimes hepatitis C (Hep C) can feel forgotten. After all, it’s slow moving, with symptoms that 
may not appear for years. No wonder you try to push it to the back of your mind and forget it. 
But there’s something that shouldn’t be forgotten. Chronic Hep C is a serious disease that affects over 
three million people. And if left untreated, it can lead to liver damage and potentially liver cancer. 

Here’s the good news, you haven’t been forgotten. There has never been a better time to rethink 
your Hep C, because people like you may benefit from scientific advances that could help cure your 
Hep C. Cure means the virus is not detected in the blood when measured three months after 
treatment is completed. 


Call a Hep C Educator at 844-4HepcHope who will help guide you in preparing a personalized plan 
for a conversation with your Hep C specialist. Register for more information at HepcHope.com. 


8 4 4 - 4 H e p c H o p e | HepcHope.com 


HEP C HOPE, GILEAD, and the GILEAD logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or 
its related companies. ©2015 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC2081 06/15 
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LIVING WELL 



Fat fighters 


Trying to fight belly fat? WebMD's Katherine Brooking points to four key 
ingredients to include if you want to win the battle of the bulge. 

- including whole grains, legumes, fruits and 
vegetables - help you feel fuller longer. Also, research indicates that adults 
with high-fiber diets have less belly fat than those with low-fiber diets. 

(MUFAs) are found in canola oil, avocados, 
olives, nuts and seeds. They can have a positive effect on abdominal fat. 
"Studies reveal that replacing saturated fats (fats found in whole dairy 
products, butter, cheese and red meat) with monounsaturated fats can 
induce a small but significant loss of body weight and fat mass, 
without a significant change in total 
calorie or fat intake," Brooking says. 

S- bacteria with 

numerous health benefits - improve 
gastrointestinal function and strengthen 
the lining of the intestines. "Not only are 
probiotics beneficial for your gut 
bacteria, they may help fend off belly 
fat. In a 2010 Japanese study, 87 
overweight participants took either a 
Lactobacillus probiotic or a placebo. 
After 12 weeks, the probiotic group 
reduced abdominal fat by 4.6 percent 
and overall body fat by 3.3 percent." 

Rjgfielps regulate abdominal 
fat mass, "specifically helping to reduce 
visceral fat (deep abdominal fat) in 
obese adults." In addition, low levels of 
vitamin D are associated with increased 
fat in the muscle of otherwise healthy 
young women. 



Healthy Mouth 

initiative brings free 
oral care to veterans 

Like millions of other Americans, some 
veterans struggle to find oral health care when 
they need it, due to a lack of dentists in their 
area, availability or insurance coverage. 

Recognizing this need, national dental- 
practice chain Aspen Dental is seeking to 
bridge the gap through its Healthy Mouth 
Movement, a community-giving initiative to 
deliver free dental care and oral health 
education to veterans. 

Since April, the initiative has served 
hundreds of patients nationwide on a 42-foot 
MouthMobile, and more than 3,500 patients 
during a national day of service June 27, the 
largest single-day oral-health initiative for 
veterans. It continues this fall, with another 
national MouthMobile tour across 12 states. 

www.healthymouthmovement.com 
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BREATH continued from page 14 

oxygen intake. Special breathing 
techniques can help improve 
breathing efficiency. 

Proper nutrition is also vital in 
managing the disease. Clarisa 
Webster, clinical dietitian at 
Yale-New Haven Hospital, says, 
“Small, frequent, high-calorie 
meals and snacks are 
recommended for people with 
COPD, because it takes more 
energy for them to breathe and 
they often have trouble 
maintaining a healthy weight.” 

Webster suggests that patients 
drink plenty of non-caffeinated 
beverages to thin mucus. Many 
nutrition experts also advise 
patients to avoid other things that 
can cause bloating and pressure on 
the lungs, such as excess sodium. 

Digesting carbohydrates tends to 
require more oxygen. Therefore, 
limiting them by avoiding foods 
that contain added sugars can 
make breathing more efficient. 
Basing meals around high-quality 
protein and healthy fats may help 
meet nutritional needs while 
minimizing breathing challenges. 
Consuming antioxidant-rich foods 
such as deeply colored fruits and 
vegetables may also be beneficial 
to patients with COPD. 

Everything we do requires 
oxygen. So if you or a loved one is 
having trouble breathing or 
experiencing a chronic cough, £ 
immediately seek the 
assistance of a trusted 
health professional. They 
can help you regain the 
oxygen you need. 

Michelle Gibeault 
Traub is a dietitian 
and health writer in 
Connecticut 
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Advertisement 



Famous Volcano Has 
Strange Effect On Women 


This 4-carat stunner 
was created from 
the aftermath of 
Mount St. Helens 
eruption! 


What our clients are 
saying about Stauer 
Helenite jewelry: 

‘My wife received more 
compliments on this stone 
on the first day she wore 
it than any other piece of 
jewelry I've ever given her .' 

-J. from Orlando, FL 
Stauer Client 


Man and nature collaborate to create a glamorous green ring guaranteed to 
rock her world! Own it today for ONLY $99 plus FREE studs with ring purchase! 


O n May 18, 1980, Mount St. Helens erupted, sending a 
column of ash and smoke 80,000 feet into the atmosphere. 
From that chaos, something beautiful emerged—our spectacular 

Spirit Lake Helenite Ring. 

Created from the superheated volcanic rock dust of the historic 
Mount St. Helens eruption, helenite has become the green stone 
of choice for jewelry and fashion designers worldwide. Helenite's 
vivid color and immaculate clarity rivals mined emeralds that can 
sell for as much as $3,000 per carat. Today you can wear this 
4-carat stunner for only $99! 



EXCLUSIVE 

FREE 

Helenite Studs 

-a $129 value- 

with purchase of 
Spirit Lake Ring 


Our exclusive design highlights 
the visually stunning stone with a 
concave cut set in .925 sterling silver 
loaded with brilliant white, lab- 
created DiamondAwra®. The classic 
pairing of colors in a vintage- 
inspired setting makes for a state¬ 
ment ring that's simply impossible 
to ignore! 

Beauty from the beast. Also 
known as 'America's Emerald," 
helenite is not an emerald at all, but 
a brighter and clearer green stone 
that gem cutters can facet into 


spectacular large carat weight jewelry. "It's just recently that 
luxury jewelers have fallen in love with helenite," says James Fent, 
GIA certified gemologist. "Clear green color in a stone this size 
is rarely found in emeralds but helenite has come to the rescue." 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Bring home the Spirit 

Lake Helenite Ring and see for yourself. If you are not 
completely blown away by the exceptional beauty of this rare 
American stone, simply return the ring within 60 days for 
a full refund of your purchase price. It's that simple. But we're 
betting that once you slide this gorgeous green beauty on your 
finger, it will take a force of nature to get you two apart! 


Spirit Lake Helenite Ring 

Total value with FREE studs $478 * 

Now, Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $379! 


1-888-324-6514 


Your Offer Code: SLR257-02 

You must use this insider offer code to get our special price. 


Sauer 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SLR257-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 


ACCREDfTED 

BUSINESS 


Rating of A+ 


* Special price only for customers using the offer code 
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 


4 carat Helenite center stone • Lab-created white DiamondAura accents • .925 sterling silver setting • Whole ring sizes 5-10 

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™ 












VETERANS UPDATE 


Legion: No age cap on unemployability 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Until December 2012, VA routinely verified, using 
IRS tax records, what veterans drawing the 
Individual Unemployability (IU) benefit reported 
they earned each year. Screenings were seen as 
important because eligibility can end if otherwise 
qualified disabled veterans have earnings that 
exceed federal poverty guidelines. 

The paper-based income 
verification process stopped 
when VA began developing an 
encrypted computer portal 
with IRS and Social Security 
Administration data to allow 
electronic verification instead. 

But that portal still isn’t 
operating, proof that VA 
suspended its income- 
verification process too soon. 

At a hearing before the 
House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee in June, Bradley 
Flohr, a senior adviser on 
compensation for the Veterans 
Benefits Administration, 
couldn’t explain why VBA stopped verifying the 
earnings of 330,000 IU veterans before it had a 
replacement operating. This verification gap and 
other glaring weaknesses in how the IU benefit is 
administered, as documented by a new Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) report, had VA 
promising to implement the audit team’s 
recommendation for ensuring that future IU claim 
decisions are more “well-supported.” 

It also had Congress giving the benefit fresh 
scrutiny and weighing more sweeping changes, 
including an age ceiling of 65 on eligibility for new 
applicants. That’s an idea that veterans service 
organizations, including The American Legion, 
vehemently oppose. 

IU adds $5 billion annually to VA disability 
compensation for veterans with disability ratings 
below 100 percent who are unable to work because 
of service-connected conditions. By qualifying for IU 
they receive compensation at the 100-percent level. 
An applicant must have at least one service- 
connected disability rated at least 60 percent, or two 
or more disabilities with a combined rating of 70 
percent and at least one condition rated 40 percent. 
They must also be “unable to maintain substantially 
gainful employment” because of these disabilities. 


The gain in compensation is substantial. A 
60-percent disabled veteran with no dependents 
receives $2,907 in IU benefits, versus $1,059 if 
compensated based on rated disabilities alone. 

Reforms under way include improved guidance for 
VA claim reviewers on determining benefit 
eligibility, and new quality assurance screens so 
that IU claim decisions are 
more consistent across VA 
regional offices. VA also 
promises to have electronic 
verification operating by 
January and to study whether 
age limits, or requiring 
vocational assessment of 
claimants, are reasonable 
steps to tighten eligibility. 

Committee chairman Rep. 
Jeff Miller, R-Fla., said the 
audit “raises the question of 
whether VA should consider 
age as a factor” in 
determining IU eligibility. 

GAO found that more than 
180,000 IU beneficiaries by 2013 were at least 65, a 
73-percent increase in that age cohort since 2009. 
Even more surprising, according to GAO, 408 
veterans 90 and older began receiving IU benefits for 
the first time that year. 

At the same hearing, Legion legislative director 
Ian de Planque made three arguments against 
reducing or eliminating IU benefits based on age. 
First, current law is clear that a veteran’s age 
shouldn’t be considered in eligibility for VA 
compensation, he said. Second, the rising age of 
veterans qualifying for IU reflects today’s workforce, 
with the number of working Americans older than 
65 having doubled over the past 30 years, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Finally, most U.S. 
workers can build retirement nest eggs over the 
course of their working lives to support them in old 
age. That isn’t true for many veterans with service- 
connected ailments or injuries, de Planque said. 

“There can be savings found in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs,” he added. “But an earned benefit 
that a veteran is entitled to is never a waste of 
money.” 

Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for more than 30 years. 



Ian de Planque, The American Legion's legislative 
director, argues against reducing or eliminating 
VA's Individual Unemployability (IU) benefit based 


on age. Photo by Lucas Carter 
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Since 1987, Anheuser-Busch and its 
charitable foundation have given 
almost $11 million to military 
charities like the, 

Fisher House andtheUSO. 
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award in 2009. 
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1913-1938 Indian/Buffalo Nickel 

with a uniquely American coin design 

Long vanished from circulation, you get all 3 of these scarce 
collector favorites in this special set for ONLY $4.95 - a savings of 
OVER 75% OFF the regular price of Order by deadline and 
you also get all four Uncirculated 2009 Lincoln bicentennial cents, 
plus enjoy FREE Shipping to your home! 


1883-1913 Liberty Head "V" Nickel 

from the turn of the 20th century 
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fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval 
Service, from which you may purchase any or none of the coins - 
return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel at any time. 

Order your 3-Coin Collector's Set now and SAVE! 
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last minted over a century ago 


Mail coupon today or order online at: www.LittletonCoin.com/specials • 45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 


FREE Gift! 

when you order by deadline 


Complete 4-Coin 
Uncirculated Set of 
2009 cents, featuring 
special designs honoring 
the bicentennial of 
Lincoln's birth! 
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Get a 3-Coin Collector's Set PLUS a FREE Lincoln Bicentennial Cent Set! 


[ 7f Yes! Please send my 3-Coin Collector's Set for ONLY $4.95 - regularly 
$24^00, plus FREE Shipping (limit 4 sets). Please also send my FREE 
Uncirculated 2009 4-Coin Lincoln Cent Set (one per customer, please). 


Name 


Please print your complete nan 

ie and address clearly 

Address 


Apt# 

City 


State Zip 


Method of payment: 

□ Check or Money Order 
payable to 
Littleton Coin Co. 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express 

□ Discover Network 
Card No.Exp. Date 



How Many Sets (limit 4):_ 

Total Cost at $4.95 per set: $_ 

Add Custom 20th Century Type Coin 
Display Folders and SAVE 28% at 
ygfib $ 2 - 50 ea - (regularly $349): $. 


Shipping & Handling: $ FREE! 

Total Amount: $_ 


Please send 
coupon to: 

Littleton 

Coin Compan y » 

Dept. 3XF401 

1309 Mt. Eustis Rd 
Littleton NH 
03561-3737 































New recruits take the oath of enlistment during a joint swearing-in ceremony at the Houston Rodeo in March. The seeds of the war 
they are now fighting were planted before many of them were born. u.s. Navy photo by Chris Fahey 


That 1 Percent 

An American Legion Magazine tribute to the 

post-9/11 generation of veterans and the war they still fight. 


he youngest U.S. troops deployed today to 
fight the so-called Islamic State in Syria and 
Iraq were not yet kindergartners when their 
war began. They were learning to share, use their 
words, and respect others - especially those 
different from themselves. Today’s soldiers were at 
day-care centers trying to color inside the lines, a 
decade before the first iPad appeared on the market 
and could do that for them. Our nation’s future 
protectors would soon put 2 and 2 together and 
understand the chain of events that began on a 
sunny September morning in 2001 when Islamic 
extremists attacked the United States and changed 
the nature the world we all occupy. As they grew to 
adulthood, these young people would come to be 
defined in association to the date of the attacks, 
members of the most specific generation of Ameri¬ 
cans since the baby boom: the post-9/11 generation. 

“We responded to a national tragedy,” explains 
Christopher Wilkens, a Marine Corps veteran who 
fought in the Battle of Fallujah and now serves as 


commander of American Legion Post 754 in New 
York City, about five miles from the memorial 
plaza where the World Trade Center attacks are 
remembered. “We all volunteered. We volunteered 
for a decade of war. We had options, and we chose 
this. Our vision is to show the world what we can 
do. We can kick ass. We can face anything. That’s 
our vision going forward.” 

Regarded as the longest continuous war in U.S. 
history, the frontless global confrontation against 
terrorism continues to pit our nation’s resolve 
against its budget. The war has fueled patriotism 
and protest alike. The attacks, and America’s 
response to them, have topped the agendas of two 
presidents, seven sessions of Congress, the Pentagon 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs for nearly a 
decade and a half. The leaders of both enemy 
factions - Saddam Hussein and Osama bin Laden - 
were ultimately hunted down and killed by U.S. 
troops, but the war continues without the original 
enemy faces, a hydra that keeps growing new 
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heads. Today the enemy force is led by a former U.S. 
war prisoner, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, whose quest to 
reclaim hard-won gains in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere has sent America’s fighting men and 
women back into the thick of harm’s way. 

This is the war that launched unmanned aerial 
drones. It is the war that was fought from control 
rooms, computers and satellites half a world away. 

It is a war that has not unleashed U.S. nuclear 
superiority, as many might have expected or feared, 
but turned cellphone-detonated roadside bombs into 
the leading killer of troops. It 
is the war that more than 
doubled battlefield surviv¬ 
ability, and it is the war that 
made Facebook and Twitter 
viable sources for intelli¬ 
gence-gathering. 

The war’s critics openly question whether or not 
it can ever be won. It certainly won’t end with 
anything like the Armistice of Compiegne or 
Instrument of Surrender on USS Missouri. President 
George W. Bush told The American Legion National 
Convention in 2004, however, that a successful 
conclusion to the war can be achieved if the United 
States keeps taking the fight to the enemy. “We 
meet today at a time of war for our country, a war 
we did not start, yet one that we will win,” he said. 
“Make no mistake about it. We are winning, and 
we will win. We will win by staying on the offen¬ 
sive. We will win by spreading liberty.” 

Eleven years after that speech, we continue to 
fight, having successfully prevented sequels to 9/11 
from happening on U.S. soil, an underappreciated 
accomplishment at a time when nuclear warheads 
can be stowed in carry-on luggage. As for the 
spread of liberty, Afghanistan and Iraq have 
struggled to become independent, free and capable 
of their own security, while neighboring states 
have erupted in civil wars and revolutions that 
leave the region as unstable as ever, the breeding 
ground for ISIS, and cause for continued U.S. 
resolve. With or without enough troops, hamstrung 
by a federal deficit quantified in the hundreds of 
billions, the post-9/11 generation of U.S. military 
men and women battles on, envisioning a world 
free from a scourge that has unnerved the West 
since Palestinian militants killed 11 members of the 
Israeli Olympic team in Munich in 1972. 

Hit-and-run acts of terrorism and anti-Western 
violence - from the 1979 hostage crisis in Iran to 
Hezbollah’s deadly 1983 attack on a U.S. Marine 
barracks in Beirut, to the first terror strike on New 
York’s World Trade Center in 1993 that killed six 


and injured more than 1,000 - began filling news¬ 
papers and leading television news broadcasts with 
jarring regularity as the years rolled by. This was 
all foreshadowing. 

In 1998, Osama bin Laden’s declaration of war 
against the West, specifically the United States, put 
a face on the enemy. On May 2, 2011, Navy SEAL 
Team Six raided the al-Qaida leader’s compound in 
Pakistan and removed that face from the equation. 

“I wish there was not a war, and I wish our 
young people did not have to fight and die,” said 
Col. Brett Wyrick, an Air 
National Guard surgeon, 
during his deployment to 
Iraq, as quoted in a publica¬ 
tion printed after Resolution 
169 was passed by the 87th 
American Legion National 
Convention in Honolulu in 2005. “But I cannot 
wish away evil men ... These men are not way¬ 
ward children who have gone astray. They are not 
great men who are simply misunderstood. They 
are cold-blooded killers, and they will kill you, me 
and everyone we love and hold dear if we do not 
kill them first.” The 2005 resolution would state for 
the record The American Legion’s support for the 
troops and their mission to rid the world of terror¬ 
ism and terrorist-supporting regimes. 

Soon into the war, America’s wounded started 
coming home. Survivability had so greatly im¬ 
proved by advances in battlefield medicine that VA 
coined a new term for the kind of long-term care 
survivors would need: polytrauma. Head injuries, 
mental health, amputations, burns, blindness and 
multiple other conditions are treated comprehen¬ 
sively in a network of VA polytrauma centers that 
also address education, career training and family 
support. This approach has proven effective and 
logical, where it can be provided on a timely basis. 

Five years of VA health care, regardless of income 
or disability rating, is offered to post-9/11 veterans 
in thanks for their sacrifice, but only if they can get 
in. By 2003, VA was overwhelmed with patient 
demand; more than 300,000 veterans were waiting 
30 days or longer for medical appointments nation¬ 
wide. VA’s health-care system - already overflow¬ 
ing with veterans of past war eras - was clearly not 
prepared for the new wave, about a third of whom 
were suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder, 
and more than 230,000 of whom had sustained 
traumatic brain injuries, often as the result of 
roadside-bomb blasts. PTSD and TBI would become 
known as the signature wounds of the war. They 
would also be blamed for high suicide rates. 


OUR WAR 

A SPECIAL REPORT 

THE POST-9/11 VETERAN 
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On March 31, 2011, a 28-year-old former combat 
Marine named Clay Hunt took his own life after 
months of battling PTSD, frustrated over treatment 
and prescription delays at VA. “He told me, ‘It’s 
like a bad movie on rewind/” said Hunt’s mother, 
Susan Selke. “‘It plays, it rewinds, plays, rewinds.’ 
The medications he took didn’t help.” Five weeks 
after his suicide, VA informed the family that 
Hunt’s service-connected disability rating had 
increased from 30 percent to 100 percent. 

Four years later, Congress passed the Clay Hunt 
Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act 
mandating improvements, including peer support, 
community outreach and greater caregiver ac¬ 
countability for veterans struggling with psycho¬ 
logical conditions caused by their wartime service. 

Greater attention to PTSD, TBI and military sexu¬ 
al trauma continues to evolve as the post-9/11 
generation transitions back to civilian life. Mental 
health is just one concern among the many needs 
today’s veterans face in the readjustment process. 
Education, career training, benefits assistance, per¬ 
sonal finance and basic camaraderie with those 
who understand them are layered into the strata of 
the post-9/11 veteran who, unlike those who 
served in previous major war eras, represents less 
than 1 percent of the total U.S. population. 

Out of this war came the Post-9/11 GI Bill, a 
long-overdue update to one of The American 
Legion’s greatest accomplishments, the Service¬ 


men’s Readjustment Act of 1944 that educated 
millions and fueled a half-century of economic 
prosperity. Speaking at the 2011 American Legion 
National Convention in Minneapolis, President 
Obama said the newest generation of veterans 
could do as those of the past did for the slumping 
U.S. economy. “After a decade of war, it’s time to 
focus on nation building here at home,” Obama 
said. “And our veterans, especially our 9/11- 
generation veterans, have the skills and the 
dedication to help lead the way.” 

The motto retired Army Staff Sgt. Travis Mills 
posts on his website is simple: “Never give up. 
Never quit.” 

Mills lost both arms and both legs in a roadside 
bomb attack in Afghanistan in 2012. It was his 
third combat deployment. One of only five post- 
9/11 veterans who are quadruple amputees among 
nearly 1,600 who have lost limbs in the war, he 
has since dedicated his life to inspiring others and 
helping his fellow wounded warriors make the 
transition. In March 2015, his foundation 
purchased a lodge and property in Maine that he 
is turning into a retreat for disabled veterans and 
their families. “I’m fortunate,” Mills told the 
Bangor Daily News in 2013. “I’ve got a 21-month- 
old daughter, and I’ve got a beautiful wife who 
loves me and is by my side. I still have the oppor¬ 
tunity to have more children and live a good life.” 

Dawn Halfaker was a military police captain 



e war 


■ if defined as acts of viole 
against unsuspecting civilians to instill fear 
and advance political, criminal or religious 
motives - can be traced to the 1st century 
A.D., or earlier. As a term of recent human 
warfare, the French Revolution's "reign of 
terror" in the late 18th century may be 
considered the seed of modern terrorism, 
due to the availability and use of 
explosives (as well as guillotines) to 
publicly display deadly violence. 

Iran's Islamic Revolution in 1979, when 52 
U.S. hostages were held captive in Tehran 
for 444 days, is often cited as the 
inspiration for the terror groups that 
ultimately became America's adversaries 
in the global war on terrorism. The 
hostage crisis was followed by a 
chronology of terror acts against U.S. 
civilians and military personnel that came 
to a massive crescendo on Sept. 11,2001. 


U.S. Marine Corps photo 


Aug. 2,1990-March 3,1991 Gulf War 

Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm send the 
U.S. military to the Middle East following Iraq's 
invasion and attempt to annex Kuwait. Iraq President 
Saddam Hussein fails to meet U.N. and Arab League 
deadlines to withdraw by Jan. 15,1991. A coalition of 
34 nations joins about 540,000 U.S. troops to swiftly 
remove Iraq forces from Kuwait. Hostilities end in a 
cease-fire agreement signed by both sides. 



Beirut barracks bombing 

Suicide truck bombers attack 
separate buildings housing U.S, 


and French military forces. Killed 
are 220 Marines, 18 sailors and 
three soldiers - the deadliest 
single-day death toll for the U.S. 
military since the first day of the 
Vietnam War's Tet Offensive. 
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I wish to reserve_of the “Vietnam Tribute to Valor Pistol”, a working 

Colt .45 pistol, at the current issue price of $2,195.* My deposit of $195 per 
pistol is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at the rate of $100 per month, 
no interest or carrying charges. Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty 

day return privilege. *^ll orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. 

Shipping and handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents 
please add sales tax. 

□ Check enclosed for $_. 


□ Charge payment of $ _ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ AMEX □ Discover 


Display Case 

□ I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with 
locking glass lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. 


Name _ 


City/State/Zip _ 


Daytime Telephone No. (_ 


America Remembers® 

10226 Timber Ridge Drive ★ Ashland, Virginia 23005 

www.americaremembers.com 
To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291 


HONORING ALL THOSE 
WHO SERVE]) IN VIETNAM 


Nothing about the Vietnam War was easy. Those who were there 
remember the swampy grasslands, rice paddies, dense jungles, the heat 
and an elusive enemy; a war that took place halfway around the world in a 
country divided by decades of bitter history. They came from all over the 
country, from all walks of life, to fight for freedom on the other side of 
the world. They answered this call of duty with valor, courage, honor and 
commitment. America’s involvement in Vietnam spanned many years, far 
longer than most wars. As a nation we owe all of our Vietnam Veterans a 
debt that can never be repaid. 

As the United States officially marks its observance of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam War, we are proud to honor those who 
answered the call to duty. We can never repay the brave warriors who lost 
their lives and those who are still listed as missing in action. However, as 
Americans, we can come together to salute an entire generation of soldiers 
who sacrificed and served with honor and courage. 

Now, to honor all those who served in the Vietnam War, America 
Remembers is proud to introduce the Vietnam Tribute to Valor Pistol. 
Issued in an exclusive edition limit, this handsome firearm captures the 
courage and sacrifice of all those who fought for freedom in Vietnam. 
Craftsmen who designed this Tribute went all out to provide a finish unlike 
any previous design. Once you hold the pistol in your hands you’ll be 
amazed at the depth of the artwork, including fine elegant scrollwork and 
the remarkable punch-dot background. 

A GRATEFUL NATION REMEMBERS 
ALL THOSE WHO SERVED 

For this historic Tribute, America Remembers selected a working Colt® 
Government Model® .45 caliber pistol. Born for a combat role, the Colt 
.45 was the classic military firearm of the 20th century, a favorite sidearm 
of America’s military from World War I through Vietnam. Craftsmen 


commissioned specifically for this project by 
America Remembers decorate each pistol in 
sparkling 24-karat gold artwork with blackened 
patinaed highlights. 

HONOR VIETNAM VETERANS 
WITH THIS EXCLUSIVE OFFER 

Reservations will be accepted in the order they are 
received. Only 1,000 of the Vietnam Tribute to Valor 
Pistols will ever be produced. To be sure of acquiring the 
Tribute before the edition is fully subscribed, please place 
your reservation promptly. We will arrange delivery through 
the licensed firearms dealer of your choice. If for any reason 
you are not completely satisfied with your Tribute, you may 
return it in original, unfired condition within 30 days for a 
complete and courteous refund. 

All the brave Americans who served with valor in Vietnam 
deserve an honored place in America’s history. When the 
nation called, they answered. Few generations have faced a more 
daunting challenge than those who fought in Southeast Asia. 
They didn’t hesitate to put their lives on the line and give 
everything in defense of freedom. 

Whether you are a veteran who answered the call to duty, or 
you wish to honor your father, husband, brother or other family 
member or friend, the Vietnam Tribute to Valor Tribute Pistol is 
sure to become a cherished addition to your collection. 


Extending gracefully across each side of the slide is an elaborately detailed Asian dragon, an important symbol representing the prosperity, power 
and nobility of the nation. This art serves as a banner on both sides. On the left it reads, “Vietnam Tribute to Valor,” and on the right, “In Lasting 
Memory of Unequaled Courage,” featured in a stylized bamboo text. Bamboo and dragons are so associated with Vietnam that both were 
prominently featured on the Vietnam Service Medal, awarded to members of the Armed Forces who served in Vietnam. 


MODEL: COLT® GOVERNMENT MODEL® 


CALIBER: .45 ACP 


HANDSOMELY DECORATED 
STEEL GRIPS 

This Tribute features solid steel grips which 
have been designed and produced specifically 
for this Tribute. Each of the custom-made 
grips is CNC machined and handsomely 
decorated with 24-karat gold and blackened 
patina for a spectacular new look. The extra 
weight from the steel also lowers the center of 
gravity which some believe stabilizes the sight, 
increasing accuracy and softening the recoil. 
This is the first time America Remembers 
has featured 24-karat gold decorated steel 
grips on a Tribute and we believe they will be 
extremely popular with collectors. 

Within the sleek scrollwork on the grips is an 
emblem featuring a fierce dragon, standing 
ready to strike, in front of bamboo. This 
magnificent artwork is encompassed within 
bamboo text reading, “Vietnam Tribute to 
Valor 50th Anniversary,” handsomely finished 
with 24-karat gold. 

OAHL, Inc. 


AMERICA REMEMBERS PRESENTS 


THE VIETNAM TRIBUTE TO VALOR PISTOL 





























NEXT MONTH 

THE HOMECOMING 

"Our War: The Post-9/11 Veteran" series continues in the 
words, images and perspectives of the men and women 
who came home to an America they fought to protect. 


serving in Iraq when a rocket-propelled grenade 
took her right arm. The former Army basketball 
player and current member of The American 
Legion Small Business Task Force is the founder 
and CEO of Halfaker & Associates, a successful 
Washington-based firm that provides high-tech 
communications and cybersecurity systems for the 
federal government, including U.S. military 
branches and the Department of Homeland 
Security. “I would not say I am naturally an 
entrepreneur,” Halfaker told The American Legion 
Magazine in 2008. “I’d say I am naturally someone 
who just wants to carry on and endure.” 

And, like many of her fellow post-9/ll-generation 
vetrepreneurs, she is committed to hiring others 
who fought for their country. “Specifically, we 
are hiring wounded veterans,” she said. “That’s 
a mission very near and dear to my heart.” In May 
2015, Inc. magazine recognized her and her 
company, which now employs more than 130 
people with annual revenues of approximately 
$25 million, as one of the five top veteran-owned 
companies in the nation. 

When former U.S. Sen. Jim Webb of Virginia 
received the Legion’s Distinguished Public Service 


Award in 2013 for authoring the Post-9/11 GI Bill, 
the highly decorated Vietnam War combat Marine 
described today’s newest veterans as “the next 
greatest generation.” 

Obama described them this way to the Legion in 
Minneapolis: “A generation of innovators, they’ve 
changed the way America fights and wins its wars. 
Raised in the age of the Internet, they’ve harnessed 
new technologies on the battlefield. They’ve 
learned the cultures, traditions and languages of 
the places they’ve served. Trained to fight, they’ve 
taken on the role of diplomats, mayors and devel¬ 
opment experts, negotiating with tribal sheikhs, 
working with village shuras and partnering with 
communities. Young captains, sergeants and 
lieutenants have assumed responsibilities once 
reserved for more senior commanders, reminding 
us that in an era when so many other institutions 
have shirked their obligations, the men and 
women of the United States military welcome 
responsibility. Never before has our nation asked 
so much of our all-volunteer force - that 1 percent 
of Americans who wears the uniform.” 

This is the first in an American Legion 
Magazine series that will explore, in the words 
of that 1 percent, what this longest U.S. war 
has meant to them and the common bond 
they share with all who have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. II 

- Jeff Stoffer 



Corbis 


Feb. 26,1993 

First World Trade 
Center bombing 

A truck bomb is detonated 
below the North Tower of the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City in a failed attempt 
to send it crashing into the 
South Tower and bring down 
both. Six are killed and more 
than 1,000 are injured. 


August 1996 and February 1998 
Al-Qaida’s declarations of war 

Fatwas (Islamic religious decrees) are released by 
Osama bin Laden, announcing al-Qaida's intentions. 

“I say to our Muslim brothers across the 
world: your brothers in Saudi Arabia and 
Palestine are calling for your help and 
asking you to share with them in the 
jihad against the enemies of God, your 
enemies the Israelis and Americans.” 

Bin Laden's 1996 fatwa was titled "Declaration of 
War Against the Americans Occupying the Land of 
the Two Holy Places." 

The 1998 fatwa includes additional jihad groups. 

“The ruling to kill the Americans and 
their allies - civilians and military - is 
an individual duty for every Muslim who 
can do it in any country in which it is 
possible to do it.” 

Bin Laden's second fatwa, dated Feb. 23,1998 


Aug. 7,1998 

U.S. Embassy bombings 

Coordinated attacks kill hundreds 
in simultaneous truck-bomb 
explosions at U.S. embassies in 
Tanzania and Kenya, bringing bin 
Laden, Ayman al-Zawahiri and 
al-Qaida to widespread public 
attention for the first time. 


Oct. 12,2000 
USS Cole attacked 



While harbored in the Yemeni port 
of Aden, the U.S. Navy guided- 
missile destroyer USS Cole is 
attacked by suicide bombers. 
Seventeen U.S. sailors 
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introducing The new and revolutionary 
Jacuzzi® Hydrotherapy Shower. 


/ 


4 


The Jacuzzi ® Hydrotherapy Shower 
provides a lifetime of comfort and 
relief ... safely and affordably. 


AGING = PAIN 

For many, arthritis and spinal 
disc degeneration are the most 
common source of pain, along 
with hips , knees , shoulders and 
the neck . In designing the Jacuzzi 
Hydrotherapy Shower, we worked 
with expert physicians to maximize 
its pain relieving therapy by 
utilizing the correct level of water 
pressure to provide gentle yet 
effective hydrotherapy . 



JACUZZI® SHOWER = RELIEF 

Four Jacuzzi® 
ShowerPro™ 
Jets focus on 
the neck, back, 
hips, knees and 
may help ease 
the pain and 
_ discomfort of: 

• Arthritis • Neuropathy 

• Circulation Issues • Sciatica 

• Aches and pains • Inflammation 


As we age, the occasional aches and 
pains of everyday life become less and 
less occasional. Most of us are bothered 
by sore muscles, creaky joints and general 
fatigue as we go through the day- and it’s 
made worse by everything from exertion 
and stress to arthritis and a number of 
other ailments. Sure, there are pills and 
creams that claim to provide comfort, 
but there is only one 100% natural way 
to feel better... hydrotherapy. Now, 
the world leader in hydrotherapy has 
invented the only shower that features 
Jacuzzi® Jets. It’s called the Jacuzzi® 
Hydrotherapy Shower, and it can truly 
change your life. 


For over 50 years, the Jacuzzi® Design 
Engineers have worked to bring the 
powerful benefits of soothing hydrotherapy 
into millions of homes. Now, they’ve 
created a system that can fit in the space of 
your existing bathtub or shower and give 
you a lifetime of enjoyment, comfort and 
pain-relief. They’ve thought of everything. 
From the high-gloss acrylic surface, 
slip-resistant flooring, a hand-held shower 
wand, a comfortable and adjustable seat, 
to strategically-placed grab bars and lots of 
storage, this shower has it all. 

Why wait to experience the Jacuzzi® 
Hydrotherapy Shower? Call now... it’s 
the first step in getting relief from those 
aches and pains. 



Call toll free 
now to get 
your FREE 
special report 
"Tips on Living 
to be 100" ' 

Mention promotional 
code 101221. 

1 - 888 - 646-0726 
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OUR WAR 



THE POST-9/11 VETERAN 


United as one 


Desk jockey at Camp Pendleton one night, at war with terror the next day. 


BY MICHAEL HJELMSTAD 

IT’S MY GENERATION’S DAY OF INFAMY. We 

all remember where we were on 9/11. I was a 
Marine stationed in the northernmost part of Camp 
Pendleton, Calif. I casually went to bed one night, 
and woke up the next morning at war with terror. 

This was it. All the training, experience and 
anticipation were for this moment. And we weren’t 
ready. We’d been so sure there was no way we 
could be hit at home, but here we were. No ad¬ 
vanced tactics or superior weaponry imposed on 
us. Just brazen, effective terrorism. 

The 24-hour news cycle dutifully played its role. 
I’ve never met an adult who can’t describe the live 
coverage of the second plane hitting the World 
Trade Center tower. Selfishly, my concern was for 
the Pentagon; I had friends there but no time or way 
to reach them. We had to secure our own perimeter 
now that we knew it was a coordinated effort, and 
the chaos of wondering what was to come next has 
never left my mind. Shock turned to anger as I took 
my turn at a checkpoint where a young infantry¬ 
man found it amusing to give this desk jockey 


sergeant a refresher on how to best employ the 
machine gun pointing toward the southern Califor¬ 
nia road that leads to my favorite local dive bar. 

Everyone wanted to check in with friends and 
family. I was stationed at the base’s Reserve 
Support Center, helping answer the phone that 
never stopped ringing. One call I took was from a 
World War II veteran who said his uniform still fit, 
and he still had his rifle, and he wondered where 
he should report. Many reservists simply showed 
up at the gate because they couldn’t get through on 
the phone. Scared mothers wondered if I knew 
where their sons or daughters could be found, and 
my own dad helped free up the phone line by 
informing the rest of my family that Camp Pendle¬ 
ton was not in any immediate danger. 

Americans stood together, ready to smoke out the 
enemy and shoot them on the run. There was a 
slight problem determining exactly who that enemy 
was, but it didn’t keep us from wanting to flex our 
patriotic muscle. From the bravado of Marines on 
the ground to angry newscasters of either bias 
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reporting from Ground Zero, we were united as one 
in wanting to bring swift and absolute justice to 
whoever had the guts to disrupt the false sense of 
security we felt in the United States. Before that 
day, terrorism was something that happened in 
far-off lands, not something that could take the 
lives of Americans here at home. 

Nearly 15 years later, most servicemembers will 
tell you they joined because of 9/11 and that they 
want to do their part to fight the global war on 
terror, or whatever it’s called now. Every one of 
them has joined or re-enlisted in a time of war. So 
it’s not a surprise to be sent to a combat zone. If 
you join today, you will participate in war at some 
capacity. That wasn’t always the case. 

I GREW UP in an Air Force town in North Dakota, 
taking up imaginary arms with neighborhood kids 
and pretending to fight the Russians in our back¬ 
yards. Pop culture in the ’80s glamorized war and 
camaraderie, and we worshipped the likes of Luke 
Skywalker, John Rambo and G.I. Joe. I had the 
best action-figure collection on my block. Movies 
filled the gap for a generation of warriors who 
didn’t talk about their Vietnam experiences, for 
reasons I wouldn’t understand until later. 

After a year in college, I worked in Texas with 
my best friend from high school, but the home- 
improvement field wasn’t as lucrative as we’d 
hoped. Travis joined the Navy. I joined the Marine 


Corps. To me, there was no other service. Damn, 
those posters and commercials were cool! I could 
quote Gunnery Sgt. Hartman from “Full Metal 
Jacket” word for word, and I knew I wanted to be a 
combat correspondent just like Joker. 

When I signed up with a recruiter, Public Affairs 
(journalism) was clearly my first job choice. But 
because of the needs of the Marine Corps, and 
some very fine print the recruiter neglected to 
reveal, I spent my first four years on active duty as 
a radio operator in the communications field. 
Looking back, I’m glad I got that foundation, but 
gaining life experience is not something you 
appreciate while young. I tried to move into Public 
Affairs every year but was denied each time. When 
it came time to re-enlist, the career counselor told 
me I could only enlist in communications because 
the Marine Corps really needed another radio 
operator. So I got out and joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve, where I found a program that allowed me 
to apply for long-term orders of my choice. I quickly 
learned the system and finally fulfilled my child¬ 
hood dream of becoming a combat correspondent. 

I spent the next few years performing the 
extremely easy task of making Marines look good. 
Public Affairs, for me, ranged from print journal¬ 
ism for base newspapers before the Internet was 
really a thing, to online broadcast journalism, 
escorting media, and working for the Marine 
Corps Motion Picture & TV Liaison Office to 


“It is possible to turn to biological attack, where a small can, not bigger than the size of a hand, 
can be used to release viruses that affect everything.” 

Iraq President Saddam Hussein, quoted in the state-controlled newspaper Babil on Sept. 20,2001, after declaring that the 
9/11 attacks were "God's punishment" against the United States 



“Any nation that continues to 
harbor or support terrorism will 
be regarded by the United States 
as a hostile regime.” 

President George W. Bush, September 2001 


Sept. 11,2001 The 9/11 attacks 

Al-Qaida operatives hijack four passenger airliners to crash into 
populated buildings in New York and Washington. Two of the planes, 
shockingly, bring down the North and South Towers of the World Trade 
Center in New York City. A third slams into the Pentagon. The fourth 
plane, intended for Washington, goes down in a rural Pennsylvania field 
after its passengers heroically fight the hijackers while airborne. Nearly 
3,000 people of multiple nations are killed on 9/11, the deadliest foreign 
attack in U.S. history. 

Sept. 14,2001 Operation Noble Eagle 

Operation Noble Eagle mobilizes thousands of National Guard and 
reserve personnel to provide security to military installations, airports, 
and other potential U.S. targets, such as bridges, power plants and ports. 
Congress authorizes the president to use "all necessary and appropriate 
force against those nations, organizations or persons he determines 
planned, authorized, committed or aided the terrorist attacks that 
occurred on Sept. 11,2001, or harbored such organizations or persons." 


SEPTEMBER 2015 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 27 





Michael Hjelmstad, highlighted at upper right, with Hotel 
Company, 2nd Squad, 2nd Platoon at Camp Pendleton in 1994. 


ensure an accurate portrayal of Marines in the 
entertainment industry. 

At war, I began to realize that I was running the 
full spectrum of the Marine Corps. As I slept in the 
corner of an abandoned school compound with a 
few other Marines in Fallujah, where we had been 
ordered to train Iraqi soldiers we didn’t trust to 
fight an enemy we couldn’t identify, it dawned on 
me how far I had come. I rested with my rifle 
loaded and chuckled. I’d dreamed of being a 
Marine sergeant and a combat correspondent. 
Neither was anything like I’d imagined. 


THE MARINE CORPS Communication-Electron¬ 
ics School is in Twentynine Palms, Calif., a perfect 
place to train Marines for the rigors of a war in a 
terrible climate. The heroes of Desert Storm were 
our instructors, and we gathered at their feet for 
the wisdom of real combat Marines - a rarity 
during my first several years in the Corps. 

My class was among the first to allow women 
into the communications field, and to say the 
Marines on the ground had a difficult time adjust¬ 
ing is an understatement. I remember an old- 
school staff sergeant grumbling about how absurd 
he thought it was for women to even wear camou¬ 
flage because they don’t go into combat anyway. 
How times have changed. 

In the early ’90s, female Marines were still 
finding their place in the gun club, and there was 
some learning to be done both for them and for the 
good oT boys. There was a certain amount of 
animosity toward women because the physical 
expectations for them were lower: only a mile-and- 
a-half run and no pull-ups, just a flexed arm hang. 

Back then, I wasn’t thrilled about women getting 
expanded roles in combat-related specialties like 
communications. Another old-school staff sergeant 
had me convinced that it was dangerous to have 
women anywhere near a combat zone. For 
example, we had to carry a heavy radio and set up 
big antennae. Could women even do that? 


Sept. 16,2001 

War on 
terrorism 

After witnessing 
the collapse of 
one of the 
towers of the 
World Trade 
Center, NBC 
broadcaster 
Tom Brokaw 
announces, 
"Terrorists have 
declared war on 
America." Four 
days later, 
President 
George W. Bush 
uses the phrase 
"war on 

terrorism" in an 

unscripted 

comment. 



Oct. 7,2001 

Operation Enduring 
Freedom 

The Taliban in Afghanistan 
declines President Bush's 
petition to extradite Osama 
bin Laden and ignores 
demands to shut down 
terrorist bases. Operation 
Enduring Freedom begins 
with a mix of strikes from 
land-based bombers and 
carrier-based fighters, along 
with missiles from U.S. and 
British ships. Destruction of 
terrorist infrastructure is a key 
objective. 


Oct. 26,2001 USA Patriot Act 

Congress passes legislation revising the nation's surveillance laws 
to greatly expand the government's authority to spy on citizens 
and terror suspects, while reducing checks and balances like 
judicial oversight and public accountability. 



Wikimedia 


December 2001 

U.S. Special Operations units are 
deployed to the caves of Tora Bora 
near the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border. They secure the area and 
search for bin Laden, who cannot 
be found. He is believed to have 
been in the caves shortly before 
fleeing into Pakistan, where he 
remained until he was killed nearly 
a decade later. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 


^2.5 HP. 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 
CENTRALPNEUM ATIC 

LOT 67847 shown 
61454/61693/62803 


SUPER COUPON 


FREE 

WITH ANY PURCHASE 


OFF 


. LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling . 
| 800-423-2567. ‘Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club | 
membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool 

I storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), I 
Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on I 
prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. I 


I W 1 



PITTSBURGH | 

1" X 25 FT. | 
TAPE , 
MEASURE 



91549936 


| LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 

I & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

I llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

^-1 592932 



$14999 


REG. PRICE 

$ 219.99 



7 tu SAVE 

P 58 % 

EMERGENCY 
39 LED TRIANGLE 
WORKLIGHT p«| 



91560248 

I LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
. or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

V 60 LED SOLAR SECURItyIIgHT 1 

linker Hill Security® 
LOT 62534/69643 shown 


$329 

REG. PRICE 

$ 7.99 


LOT 62158 shown 
62417/62574 



Batteries included. 


91562937 



Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 



1 used with otherdiscount orcouponcNon-tnui^eniblB. OriO ™ 1 

Limit one couponper .stomer par* 

IT - — 



S 


SAVE Includes 6V, 

/.£»/)/ 900 mAh NiCd 

4jf 0 /Q battery pack. 

$3199 


REG. PRICE 

91540926 $ 59.99 

j LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
I Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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40 % 
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LOT 60497/93888 shown 
61899/62399 


10001b. 

Capacity 


91565668 


$899 

REG. PRICE 

$ 14.99 



3 DRAWER 1 

lot 62744/69387/62270/62591/68784 *- 


PITTSBURGH 


|)S*(iENERALa 


$38099 



WRENCH SETS 

SAE I METRIC 

LOT 69043 LOT 69044 
42304shown' 42305 


I LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
. or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. . 
1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 

W " 1 RAPlb"PUMP®"l"5 TON' ' 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

PITTSBURGH SSMSS 


• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles 

* Weighs 27 lbs. 


SAVE 

I 860 


YOUR 

CHOICE! 


!| $ 59* b 


REG. PRICE $ 119.99 


LOT 69252 
60569/62160 
62496/62516 
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TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

SAVE STEPLADDER 

50 % 


$-|999 


LOT 67514 
2251b. Capacity 


REG. PRICE 

$39.99 



900 PEAK/ j 
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE 
GAS RECREATIONAL 
GENERATOR 


91549475 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. . 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


SAVE 

$81 


LOT 66619/60338 
62472/69381 shown 


$ 99 " » | $4999 


_ JAVE 

IBADLAMDI $700 

2500 LB. 

ELECTRIC WINCH flEW 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL 



LOT 61258 shown 
61840/61297/68146 
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91 6003-1 ~7 

I LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
. or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. . 
1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 
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91543385 


REG. PRICE 

$ 149.99 


91575875 

I LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount | 
. or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/17/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 


’ 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
’ Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


1 No Hassle Return Policy 
' Lifetime Warranty on am Hand Tools 


• 600 Stores Nationwide 

• HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 
















































More important, if I was injured in combat, 
could the Marine next to me carry me out? There 
was also the idea that when a woman is in a 
dangerous situation, the men around her try to 
protect her rather than focus on the mission at 
hand - sort of a big-brother syndrome. And what 
would happen if a woman were captured? The 
scenario seemed absurd at the time, but the 
experiences of Jessica Lynch proved that reality to 
the point the military was willing to deny it. 

Over the next decade, my opinion of women in 
the military changed dramatically. It was shaped 
not only by the young women with whom I served 
but by Marines like Sgt. Maj. Sylvia Walters, the 
senior enlisted Marine at El Toro, who broke 
barriers long before we ever donned the uniform. 

Women’s roles in today’s military are far better 
defined by the things they have proven they can 
do. I know many great Marines who happen to be 
women, as well as some less-than-stellar ones; they 
are truly just like their male counterparts. In 2006, 
Maj. Megan McClung proved that roadside bombs 
are not sexist in any way. While deployed with 
I Marine Expeditionary Force, she was the head of 
Public Affairs for A1 Anbar province and was 
escorting journalists into Ramadi when an impro¬ 
vised explosive device destroyed the Humvee, 
killing her and two other occupants. She was the 
first female Marine officer killed in the Iraq war. 


In 2008, I deployed to Camp Fallujah, Iraq. 

I worked nights and usually ate alone in the nearly 
abandoned chow hall while I watched the news 
broadcast its version of what was going on. One 
night I joined a group of Marines in late-night 
dining: Sgt. Glen Martinez, Cpl. James Kimple, 

Cpl. Miguel Guzman and Cpl. Casey Casanova. 
They joked and had fun as Marines do, but at the 
same time were quite professional. I talked with 
Casanova specifically about her experience as a 
radio operator, remembering how difficult it had 
once been for women to be accepted into the field. 
Her team assured me that she was quite capable of 
her job and then made jokes about my age. 

That night, my job of embedding media through¬ 
out A1 Anbar province was delayed by a communi¬ 
cations shutdown, the procedure to ensure proper 
notification of the families after Marines have been 
killed in action. With a heavy heart, I informed the 
casualty assistance officers about the deaths of 
four Marines I’d joked with over dinner a few 
hours before. They represented a perfect cross 
section of the diversity that is today’s Marine 
Corps. They inspire me to this day. 

During my time in the military, before and after 
9/11, I made friends of every color and creed. The 
best thing about my service, really, was the 
opportunity to meet so many great people I would 
have never crossed paths with otherwise. 



“The angel of death is 
raining destruction, so surrender now.’ 

U.S. Air Force Maj. Allison Black, an AC-130H Spectre navigator, became known to 
insurgents in Afghanistan as "the angel of death" after her commanding general radioed to 
the ground that American women were coming to thwart al-Qaida. Black, 
who enlisted in the Air Force at 18, is the first woman to receive the Air 
Force Combat Action Medal. 

In 2011, she described her experience at The American Legion 
Washington Conference. "The AC-130 gunship is designed to put bullets 
where bombs can't go," she said. "It also uses a high-powered laser 
pointer that assists with target identification." As the AC-130 crew 
unloaded 400 40-millimeter rounds and 100105-millimeter rounds onto the enemy in the 
targeted area, a Northern Alliance general working with a U.S. team on the ground saw the 
gunship's laser and asked the team, "Is that a death ray?" 

Ground team members reportedly replied, "As a matter of fact, it is." 
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USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider 

of Insurance and Financial Services 
to The American Legion 


SHOW YOUR SUPPORT. 



USAA Bank proudly supports The American Legion. Show your support by applying for 

The American Legion USAA Rewards™ World MasterCard® today, and take advantage of: 

^ 0% introductory APR for 12 months on balance transfers and convenience checks 
posted in the first three months after account opening (10.9% to 25.9% variable APR 
after 12 months on these balances) 1 

No annual fee 

^ 2,500 bonus points after your first purchase 2 

* APPLY TODAY. 
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Camaraderie begins at boot camp, where it’s 
instilled in you that you help each other in order to 
survive. At my first duty station, Marine Corps Air 
Station El Toro, my best friends were a Mexican 
named Eddie from California, a black named A1 
from Alabama, an Indian we called “Wolf” from 
New York and a white boy named Bill from 
Wyoming. Others would label them a Hispanic, 
African American, Native American and Cauca¬ 
sian, but political correctness doesn’t represent my 
friends or the pre-9/11 Marine Corps. We were just 
ourselves. We were taught that all Marines serve 
the same Corps, whether we are light green, dark 
green or something in between. 

The military, the Marine Corps in particular, 
expunges our individuality, but not entirely. We 
still have our own paths, and this is no different 
after service. But as veterans, we are often put into 
categories. We are known as “post-9/11 veterans.” 

I have close friends who are like family at my 
local American Legion post. They include veterans 
of OIF and OEF as well as those who served in 
World War II. And the better we get to know each 
other, the more we learn how much we are alike. 

The media frequently misrepresents the military 
in support of its own agenda of either flavor. The 
military misrepresents itself for reasons beyond my 
understanding. I’m disappointed in its current lack 
of leadership, how those in charge are afraid of 
standing up for their own. But I am as proud of 


our troops in general as I could ever be. Anyone 
who has ever strapped boots on their feet and done 
their part to support the greatest nation on earth 
are my brothers and sisters in arms, and I love 
every one of them. 

Transition assistance and PTSD have become 
catchphrases for the seemingly ubiquitous organi¬ 
zations with top-level do-gooders having left their 
career missions to rescue veterans they have 
labeled as broken. That’s not me. Nor is it the 
majority of post-9/11 veterans I know. 

I appreciate today’s patriotic sentiment, and I’m 
grateful that the generation of warriors before us 
- those who fought in Vietnam - made damn sure 
that what happened to them doesn’t happen to us. 

These days, Americans can separate their 
disgust of bad politics from their appreciation of 
servicemembers. That’s a sign of growth and 
maturity. Sometimes, I wonder if the pendulum 
might have swung a little too far the other way, as 
veterans who come home badly damaged from war 
can be exploited to advance marketing interests. 
While some did come home changed by war, even 
permanently damaged in certain cases, the fact is 
that we are far from broken. II 

Michael Hjelmstad is a former public affairs and 
new media chief for the U.S. Marine Corps , and 
a member of American Legion Post 43 in Hollywood , 
Calif. 


Jan. 11,2002 
Welcome to Gitmo 

The first detainees in the 
war arrive at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. The purpose of 
the facility under the 
administration of Joint Task 
Force Guantanamo is to 
detain dangerous combat¬ 
ants, interrogate and 
prosecute them. Since the 
facility opened, nearly 800 
people have been held there, 
stirring global debate about 
the differences between 
prisoners of war and illegal 
combatant detainees and 
how their interrogations 
can be conducted while 
in custody. More than 
600 detainees have been 
released since 2002, and 
more than 100 remain there. 



“I understand that in the immediate aftermath of 9/11, with the traumas 
that had taken place, why, for a lot of Americans, the notion was 
somehow that we had to create a special facility like Guantanamo, and 
we couldn’t handle this in a normal, conventional fashion. I understand 
that reaction. But we’re now over a decade out. We should be wiser. We 
should have more experience in how we prosecute terrorists." 

President Barack Obama in an April 30,2013, press briefing, four years after he vowed 
to close the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay within a year. Both the Obama and Bush 
administrations encountered numerous difficulties in bringing an end to the camp, amid 
congressional resistance about transferring detainees to the United States and a lack 
of willing takers in the international community. 
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OUR WAR 


THE POST-9/11 VETERAN 


Lights of Liberty 


NY PD sergeant, veteran of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, is guided by 
the reasons we went to war and 
steps required to secure the peace. 

BYWILEM S. WONG 


“In the long history of the world, only a few 
generations have been granted the role 
of defending freedom in its hour of maximum 
danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility - 
I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us 
would exchange places with any other people or 
any other generation. The energy, the faith, 
the devotion which we bring to this 
endeavor will light our country and all 
who serve it - and the glow from 
that fire can truly light the world.” 

President John F. Kennedy, 

inaugural address, Jan. 20,1961 


Photo by Amy C. Elliott 




I n the darkest hour, when despair was evident 
and hope was just a word, what endured was the 
beacon of light emanating from the torch of Lady 
Liberty. The 14 years that have passed since Sept. 
11, 2001, have not diminished the memory of our 
loved ones killed at the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon and the field near Shanksville, Pa. 

The global war on terrorism is recognized as 
beginning on Oct. 7, 2001. Its approaching anniver¬ 
sary has not reduced the brilliance of our service- 
members killed in action, others maimed, and those 
suffering from traumatic brain injury or post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder. Each is a light of liberty. 

The collective efforts of the U.S. military and 
civilian forces in Iraq and Afghanistan - people 
with whom I have had the honor to serve - have 
been dedicated to all the lights of liberty who lost 
their lives on 9/11, and to all who stepped forward 
on their behalf. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

We read the news, watch television reports and 
listen to radio broadcasts about the progress of the 
global war on terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
But is winning the same as securing the peace? 

Most Americans are aware of the shooting part 
of the war - or in current military jargon, the 
“kinetic” aspect. The “non-kinetic” part employs 
other military assets - including, but not limited 
to, civil affairs, combat engineers, uniformed 
medical personnel, and agriculture development 
and human terrain teams to engage the local popu¬ 
lace as well as restore civil institutions and build 
or rebuild infrastructure in their societies. Kinetic 
measures are usually necessary only so that 
personnel employing non-kinetic efforts may safely 
travel throughout the battle space. 

Non-kinetic warfare The U.S. military is engaged 
in many non-kinetic efforts. Iraq and Afghanistan 
are proud agrarian societies, but the continuous 
conflicts of recent decades have destroyed untold 
acres of farmland there. Moreover, generations of 
acquired agricultural knowledge have been lost. 

Military assets working with the Department of 
State, the Department of Agriculture and USAID 


The views expressed here are those of the author and not of 
the U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, New York City Police 
Department or his previous affiliations. 


through the nations’ ministries of agriculture have 
made progress in restoring Iraq’s and Afghani¬ 
stan’s agrarian legacies. This progress is difficult to 
quantify and can therefore be seen as less tangible 
than kinetic action, but that does not diminish the 
significant long-term effect in securing the peace. 

Civil Affairs (CA) is a major contributor to 
non-kinetic efforts. These personnel assist military 
commanders and government officials by coordi¬ 
nating efforts with civil authorities and the popu¬ 
lace to reduce the impact of military operations 
during times of conflict and natural disasters. CA 
assists in programs and projects related to 
economic development, education, governance, 
infrastructure, public health, rule of law and 
security through coordination with the host 
country and U.S. government agencies. In addition, 
CA may partner with international intergovern¬ 
mental (the United Nations) or nongovernmental 
organizations (Red Cross/Red Crescent, Mercy 
Corps or International Medical Corps). 

Examples of two CA non-kinetic efforts to secure 
the peace include: 

■ Iraqi provincial elections, 2009 The Iraqi 
provincial election joint planning team included 
Iraqi nationals, civilians from nongovernmental 
organizations and coalition forces. The team was 
part of a larger coordination effort with Iraq’s 
Independent Higher Electoral Commission, inter¬ 
national (intergovernmental) organizations and 
the State Department to ensure that Iraqi voters 
were offered fair and credible provincial elections 
across the country. The disenfranchised Sunni 
minority was encouraged to participate, resulting 
in a higher voter turnout than previous elections. 
This was a good sign that the Sunnis believed the 
political process was a peaceful avenue to share 
power and govern Iraq. Provincial elections were 
conducted Jan. 31, 2009, with a high turnout and 
results recognized by the Iraqi people. 

■ Iraqi National Literacy Campaign The Iraqi 
National Literacy Campaign Committee included 
Iraqi nationals, civilians from nongovernmental 
organizations and coalition forces. This joint 
planning effort has offered the Iraqis a path to 
literacy proficiency, which has been a gateway for 
military-age males to serve in the Iraqi army or 
police. The campaign has also assisted others in 
gaining eligibility to enroll for vocational training 
that leads to better employment opportunities. 
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Moreover, a literate populace may be better able to 
resist insurgent propaganda. Ultimately, the 
campaign will increase the literacy rate of the 
Iraqis, which will appeal to foreign investors. 
Increased economic opportunities for Iraqis can 
also dissuade military-age males from accepting 
the financial incentives offered by the insurgency. 

Another contributor to non-kinetic efforts is the 
Human Terrain Team (HTT), which directly engag¬ 
es local communities through face-to-face inter¬ 
views. The team learns perceptions, motivations, 
interests and grievances for or against their govern¬ 
ment, as well as public opinion about the coalition 
forces and the insurgents (i.e., the Taliban). HTT 
uses information from these interviews to provide 
operationally relevant, actionable information for 
military commanders and their staffs to better 
guide their decision-making. 

Here are some examples of non-kinetic efforts to 
secure the peace in Afghanistan, using HTTs: 

■ Agro-economic mindset of agriculturalists. This 
involves understanding farmers' economic mindset, 
particularly about specific crops they choose to 
plant and how this information can be used to 
better allocate resources from the Government of 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (GIRoA), 
USAID, USDA, nongovernmental organizations and 
the Department for International Development 
(DFID), the British equivalent of USAID. 


The information can assist in blunting the poppy 
harvest on which the Taliban relies to fund its 
operations. Ultimately, the agricultural information 
fosters an environment conducive for farmers to 
sell fruits and vegetables to consumers in domestic 
and international markets, driving toward a 
sustainable economic environment. 

■ Interim Security Critical Infrastructure (ISCI)/ 
Afghanistan Local Police (ALP). ISCI and ALP are 
local nationals who conduct security patrols in the 
rural districts where they reside. Recruitment and 
retention are critical factors in both. These security 
forces are put to great use where Afghan security 
might be lacking. Intimate knowledge of ISCI/ALP 
members in their own communities usually leads 
to better police intelligence to disrupt Taliban or 
insurgent activities locally. In addition, this offers 
an available candidate pool for increasing the 
capacity of the Afghan National Security Forces, 
including army and police, to provide security. 

■ Religious Engagement Program. This program 
operates in coordination with Navy chaplains to 
help Afghan National Army Religious Cultural 
Adviser Officers (RCAOs) engage local religious 
leaders to build positive relationships with their 
communities as well as to counteract Taliban and 
insurgents’ anti-GIRoA and anti-coalition mes¬ 
sages. Moreover, RCAOs’ efforts may reduce 
Taliban/insurgent attacks against GIRoA and 




Oct. 11,2002 
War in Iraq 

Congress passes a bipartisan resolution authorizing military action in Iraq. Failure 
to comply with U.N. weapons inspections - a condition of the cease-fire against 
Iraq after Desert Storm, along with recognition that known al-Qaida members 
were harbored and aided in Iraq - are among the reasons specified. The 
resolution passes the Senate by a 77-23 vote and the House 296-133. 


U.S. Air Force photo 


Getty photo 


Nov. 26,2002 

Yemen drone 
attack 

The CIA carries out a 
Predator drone strike 
in Yemen that kills six 
suspected members 
of Osama bin Laden's 
network - including 
Ali Qaed Senyan 
al-Harthu, who was 
linked to the attack 
on the October 2000 
attack on USS Cole. 


Oct. 12,2002 
Bali bombing 

Terrorists linked to al-Qaida bomb a tourist 
district on the Indonesian island of Bali, 
killing 202 and injuring another 209. 


Nov. 25,2002 

Homeland Security Act 

Congress passes the Homeland Security Act, 
formally creating the Department of Homeland 
Security as a stand-alone, Cabinet-level department 
to further coordinate and unify U.S. protection at 
home. The act leads to the transfer of the U.S. Coast 
Guard to the Department of Homeland Security. 
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coalition forces, and increase cooperation between 
GIRoA/coalition forces and local communities. The 
goal is to sustain a positive and responsive rela¬ 
tionship between GIRoA and the people. 

■ Street-Level Vision 2014. This approach involves 
understanding local perceptions of the eventual 
withdrawal of coalition forces and its potential 
impact for Afghanistan. Such information can be 
used to determine the right kind of data necessary 
to measure success prior to coalition forces’ 
withdrawal in a given area. 

Life after bin Laden The relationship between 
the Taliban and Osama bin Laden is well known. 
President Obama’s announcement of bin Laden’s 
killing on May 1, 2011, was celebrated throughout 
the United States - particularly in New York City. 

I was deeply moved, as a soldier and New York 
City Police Department officer, to be serving with 
the Marines in Afghanistan's Helmand province at 
the time of bin Laden’s death. I felt a sense of 
closure for the NYPD (23 fallen), the New York City 
Fire Department (343 fallen), the Port Authority 
Police Department (37 fallen), the city itself and 
the nation. As the war on terrorism continues, we 
have taken out additional al-Qaida leaders, such as 
Anwar al-Awlaki. 

The withdrawal of U.S. combat troops from Iraq 
and Afghanistan closed a chapter but opened new 
ones, of self-determination for the people of post- 


Saddam Hussein Iraq and post-Taliban Afghanistan. 
As we enter the 14th year of the war, it may be 
difficult to visualize its conclusion. 

Central to that conclusion is our ability to secure 
the peace. We are winning this long war with 
kinetic targeting, but we will not secure a lasting 
peace without non-kinetic efforts through better 
governance and sustainable development. The lack 
of such may be factors in the rise of the Islamic 
State (ISIS) and its control of territory in and 
around Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Although it may get more difficult before it gets 
better in that region of the world, our fallen and 
their families are not forgotten. 

Inspired by the words of President Kennedy, 

I believe that the price being paid, the burden 
being borne, the hardships being met through the 
service of U.S. military personnel around the 
world, and the vigilance of our nation's law 
enforcement officers remind us that the lights of 
liberty are eternal, just like the flame that marks 
JFK’s memorial at Arlington National Cemetery. II 

Wilem S. Wong has served more than 27 years in the 
Army Reserve. He is a veteran of Iraq and Afghani¬ 
stan , now in the Selective Service System in New 
York. In the civilian world , he is an NYPD sergeant 
He is a member of American Legion Post 1291 in 
New York City , which provided relief and support for 
first responders in the aftermath of 9/11. 


Feb. 5,2003 

United Nations 
address 
U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell 
addresses the U.N. 
Security Council and 
Wikimedia presents evidence 
that Saddam Hussein's government in 
Iraq poses an immediate threat to the 
United States and its coalition allies. The 
presentation fails to change the position 
of the Security Council but succeeds in 
hardening the overall tone toward Iraq. 

Feb. 15,2003 

Global antiwar protest 

A protest is coordinated across the world, 
in more than 600 cities, expressing 
opposition to the imminent war in Iraq. 
The series of events is described as the 
largest protest movement in human 
history. The number of people taking 
part is estimated at up to 30 million. 
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March 20,2003 
War in Iraq 

The United States and coalition allies launch a 
"shock and awe" attack on Hussein's Iraqi 
forces. President George W. Bush refers to the 
invasion as the central front on the war on 
terror. The initial invasion consists of 21 days 
of combat operations executed by a 
combined force of troops from the United 
States (148,000), United Kingdom (45,000), 
Australia (2,000) and Poland (194). 


“My name is Saddam 
Hussein. I am the 
president of Iraq, and 
I want to negotiate.” 
Saddam Hussein's words 
to U.S. troops, who captured 
him in a hole in the ground 
nearTikrit 


Dec. 13,2003 

Saddam Hussein captured 

Operation Red 
Dawn leads to the 
capture of the Iraqi 
president near 
Tikrit. U.S. soldiers 
discover him in a 
hole and turn him 
over to Iraqi 
custody with U.S. 
security, where he 
faces trial for 

multiple crimes. corbisphoto 
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How to Outsmart 
a Millionaire 


Only the “Robin Hood of Watchmakers" can steal 
the spotlight from a luxury legend for under $200! 


I wasn’t looking for trouble. I sat in a cafe, sipping my espresso 
and enjoying the quiet. Then it got noisy. Mr. Bigshot 
rolled up in a roaring high-performance Italian sports car, drop¬ 
ping attitude like his $14,000 watch made it okay for him to 
be rude. That’s when I decided to roll up my sleeves and teach 
him a lesson. 


“Nice watch,” I said, pointing to his and holding up mine. He 
nodded like we belonged to the same club. We did, but he lit¬ 
erally paid 100 times more for his membership. Bigshot bragged 
about his five-figure purchase, a luxury heavyweight from the 
titan of high-priced timepieces. I told him that mine was the 
Stauer Corso, a 27-jewel automatic classic now available for 
only $179. And just like that, the man was at a loss for words. 

Think of Stauer as the “Robin Hood of Watchmakers.” We believe 
everyone deserves a watch of uncompromising precision, impressive 
performance and the most elegant styling. You deserve a watch that can 
hold its own against the luxury classics for a fraction of the price. You’ll feel 
the quality as soon as you put it on your wrist. This is an expertly-crafted 
time machine... not a cry for attention. 


Wear a mechanical masterpiece for only $179! Our customers have out¬ 
grown the need to show off. They have nothing to prove; they have already 
proved it. They want superb quality and astonishing value. And that’s 
exactly what we deliver. 


The Stauer Corso is proof that the worth of a watch doesn’t depend on the size 
of its price tag. Our factory spent over $40 million on Swiss-made machinery to 
insure the highest quality parts. Each timepiece takes six months and over 200 
individual precision parts to create the complex assembly. Peer through the 
exhibition back to see the 27-jeweled automatic movement in action and you’ll 
understand why we can only offer the Corso in a limited edition. 


Our specialty is vintage automatic movements. The Corso is driven by a self¬ 
winding design, inspired by a 1923 patent. Your watch will never need batteries. 
Every second of power is generated by the movement of your body. The dial 
features a trio of complications including a graphic day/night display. The Corso 
secures with a two-toned stainless steel bracelet and is water-resistant to 3 ATM. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Limited 

Edition 

-Order 

Today! 


Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Test drive the Stauer Corso. If you don’t 
love it, send it back within 30 days and we’ll refund every dollar of your purchase 
price. And you’re welcome to keep the $99 sunglasses as our gift! Spending more 
doesn’t make you smarter. But saving thousands on a watch this stunning will 
leave you feeling (and looking) like a genius! 

A Stauer Exclusive Not Sold in Stores 

Ostentatious Overpriced Competitors Price $14,575.00 - 
Stauer's Corso Timepiece — PLUS Free $99 Stauer 
Flyboy Optics™ Sunglasses — only $179 +S&P 


Exclusive OFFER! 


Order the Stauer 
Corso and these 
Stauer Flyboy 
Optics™ Sunglasses 
(a $99 value) are 
yours FREE! 



Call now to take advantage of this fantastic offer with our 30-day money back guarantee. 

1 - 800 - 859-1626 

asa 

Rating of An- 


Promotional Code CSW526-06 

Please mention this code when you call. 


ACCREDITED 

BIAINCSS 


14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. CSW526-06 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 
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OUR WAR 

THE POST-9/11 VETERAN 


Asymmetrical, frontless warfare produces distinctive 21st-century 
fights that will take their place in the annals ofil.S. military history. 


Battlefields of Terror 


BY MARK SEAVEY 



Unused ammunition lies on the ground in a cave previously 
used by al-Qaida fighters in Afghanistan's Tora Bora area. U.S. 
soldiers and officials searched the area for signs of Osama bin 

Laden but could not locate him. Photo by Chris Hondros/Getty Images 


The caves of Tora Bora 

The cave complex of Tora Bora in eastern Afghanistan is 
31 miles from the Khyber Pass, which for centuries has been 
a vital pathway in and out of what is today known as 
Pakistan. More recently, it served as a strategic location for 
the Taliban and al-Qaida. As U.S. forces converged on the 
region early in the war, having intercepted radio 
communications indicating that Osama bin Laden was 
hiding in the complex. 

In early December 2001, members of Operational 
Detachment Alpha (ODA) 572,5th Special Forces Group, 
converged on the complex, along with CIA personnel and 
members of the Northern Alliance. For the first 72 hours, 
ODA 572 guided munitions on target, seemingly to little 
effect. The ODA team was later joined by an additional 
70 special operators with Delta Force, Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group (commonly known as "SEAL Team 
Six") and members of the Air Force's Special Tactics 
Squadron. By Dec. 12, the enemy also faced British and 
German special forces, as well as nearly 2,000 fighters from 
the Northern Alliance. 

Although the complex is not nearly as advanced as media 
accounts portrayed it, each cave had to be cleared of 
fighters one at a time. Afghans serving with coalition forces 
weren't always reliable, and rival Taliban troops appeared to 
be bartering for their own freedom as the mission 
progressed. As Gary Berntsen, CIA field commander at Tora 
Bora, described in his book "Jawbreaker: The Attack on Bin 
Laden and Al-Qaeda," there was hope that bin Laden's men 
might turn him in themselves. He recounts what one of the 
CIA men said in discussing the al-Qaida leader: "If [redacted] 
is willing to help us capture bin Laden, we'll do business with 
him and let him go. If he jerks us around, we'll take him 
prisoner." 

"Dalton Fury" (a pseudonym for the Delta Force ground 
commander) believes that bin Laden was hiding in the cave 
complex at the time, noting in his bestselling book "Kill Bin 
Laden" that the last radio transmission intercept stated, 

"I'm sorry for getting you involved in this battle. If you can 
no longer resist, you may surrender with my blessing.'" 

Gen. Tommy Franks was less certain, saying in 2004 that 
"we don't know to this day whether Mr. bin Laden was at 
Tora Bora in December 2001. Some intelligence sources said 
he was; others indicated he was in Pakistan at the time ... 
Tora Bora was teeming with Taliban and al-Qaida 
operatives... but Mr. bin Laden was never within our grasp." 

It is believed that bin Laden escaped Tora Bora by 
heading east over the 14,000-foot mountains and into 
Pakistan, where he found safe haven until his discovery 
nearly a decade later. 
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Army Special Forces 
soldiers conduct a 
horseback patrol in 
2002, searching for 
a I-Qaida and Taliban 
fugitives. The horses 
allowed them to 
patrol narrow streets 
or alleys as well as 
other difficult terrain. 

Photo by Scott Nelson/Getty Images 


The 21st century’s first cavalry charge 


Not even two months after 9/11, Mazar-e-Sharif was the 
first major city to be captured in the Afghanistan operation. 
Northern Alliance troops led by Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum 
advanced rapidly until they were within 25 kilometers of the 
city, which is strategically located in northern Afghanistan 
near the borders of Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

It was a classic Special Operations mission, marrying U.S. 
technological and air assets with an implacable group of 
fighters who were reported to have attacked tanks while 
mounted on Afghan horses. As one Special Forces team 
commander accompanying the Northern Alliance quipped, 
"It was like the Jetsons met the Flinstones." Many of the 
Green Berets who went into the city on horseback had never 
ridden horses before the war began. 

Air power and ground tenacity proved too much for the 
Taliban, which retreated in disarray. Air Force Sgt. Stephen 
Tomat received a Silver Star for his actions on Nov. 10,2001, 


when he and his team entered Mazar-e-Sharif to strike an 
enemy stronghold of some 900 combatants. According to 
Tomat's citation, while under direct small-arms fire 380 
meters from the enemy position, he "calmly highlighted the 
friendly location and called in close air support." His "expert 
control obliterated the enemy while keeping the friendly 
forces well inside of danger close safe from harm. The direct 
action mission resulted not only in the destruction of the 
enemy compound and over 800 Taliban personnel, but it 
also finalized the liberation of Mazar-e-Sharif." 

In a report to Congress, then Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld called the battle for Mazar-e-Sherif "the first 
American cavalry charge of the 21st century." 

The Northern Alliance lost 38 men, while the Americans 
suffered no loss of life. In addition to capturing the city, the 
combined force killed more than 300 Taliban fighters and 
captured around 500, while another 1,000 defected. 



U.S. commandos carry Pfc. Jessica Lynch on a 
stretcher during her rescue from an Iraqi hospital 
in Nasiriyah, Iraq , on April 7, 2003. ap photo 


The rescue of Pvt. Jessica Lynch 

In the initial invasion of Iraq, one area of heavy resistance was 
Nasiriyah, about 225 miles southeast of Baghdad. On the morning of 
March 23,2003, soldiers from the Army's 507th Maintenance Company 
mistakenly turned off the route at night and lost touch with the task 
force's larger combat units. They were ambushed, and despite a firefight 
that lasted nearly an hour, Iraqi forces overwhelmed the group. They 
killed 11 and captured several soldiers, including Spc. Shoshana Johnson 
and Pvt. Jessica Lynch. Both sustained injuries during the firefight but by 
all accounts were treated well during captivity in a hospital. 

One of the doctors who treated Lynch walked nearly six miles to a 
Marine Corps vehicle checkpoint; acting on the intelligence he provided, 
U.S. forces devised a rescue plan. 

On April 1, Marines and Navy SEALs staged a diversionary attack on 
nearby Iraqi irregulars, while Army Rangers, Air Force pararescuemen, 
and Special Forces and Delta Force operators launched a night raid on 
the hospital. They secured Lynch and the bodies of eight fallen U.S. 
troops. Johnson and six other prisoners were rescued during a house raid 
on April 13. 
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Marines return fire during the First 
Battle ofFallujah in April 2004. 

U.S. Marine Corps photo by CpI. Matthew J. Apprendi 


Fallujah: Two battles, two 


Combatants, First Battle of Fallujah 

■ Coalition: 2,200 U.S. and Polish troops led by Gens. 
James Conway and James Mattis (most U.S. units were 
with the 1st Marine Division) 

■ Insurgents: Roughly 3,500 led by Omar Hadid, 
whose forces included Ba'athists, al-Qaida in Iraq, 
Islamic Army of Iraq, Mujahideen and Chechen 
volunteers. 

Combatants, Second Battle of Fallujah 

■ Coalition: 10,500 U.S. troops, 2,000 Iraqi security 
forces and 850 British personnel, led by Gens. Richard 
Natonski, James Mattis and James Cowan 

■ Insurgents: Roughly 4,000 Iraqis and al-Qaida in 
Iraq, led by Omar Hadid, Abdullah Shaddad and Hemin 
Saleem-Banishari (the latter two were killed in the 
battle) 


By 2004, Fallujah had a reputation as one of the most 
dangerous areas in Iraq. U.S. patrols occasionally went 
through the city, but no all-out effort was made to control 
the situation until March 31 that year, after four contractors 
with the private military firm Blackwater were ambushed 
and killed. Their bodies were burned, dragged through the 
street and eventually hung from a bridge over the Euphrates 
River. Images from the atrocity were broadcast worldwide. 

U.S. reaction was immediate and clear. "We will pacify that 
city," said Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, deputy director of 
operations in Iraq. 


lessons 

On April 3, the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force received its 
initial operations orders. Nearly 2,000 U.S. Marines encircled 
the city by the next evening. As they prepared to attack the 
city. Navy Chaplain Wayne Hall blessed one of the units that 
would do the bulk of the fighting. "Today is Palm Sunday," 
Hall was quoted as saying in The Atlantic. "The day of Jesus' 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, where he broke the bounds 
of hell. Tonight commences your triumphal entry into 
Fallujah, a place in the bounds of hell. This is a spiritual 
battle, and you Marines are the tools of mercy." 

Troops moved slowly into the city, retaking it street by 
street under intense fire from small groups of insurgents. 
Marine scout snipers positioned on roofs throughout the 
city engaged enemy snipers, some averaging 31 kills apiece, 
according to an embedded Atlantic reporter. 

Political support from the Iraqi government diminished 
significantly due to a number of civilian casualties, which led 
to an eventual cease-fire in Fallujah, which was at least 
partially secured. U.S. troops suffered 27 deaths, while 
insurgent forces (Al-Qaida in Iraq, Ba'athists and Chechen 
volunteers) reportedly had between 180 and 230 killed. 

The Iraqi government and military officials agreed on a 
plan to arm local militias that, it was believed, would fight 
aggressively against the extremists. However, shortly after 
U.S. weapons were transferred to these groups, it was 
discovered that the man selected to lead the militias had 
engaged in attacks on the Shi'ite minority population and 
was replaced. Within months, all the weapons provided to 
the militia to fight against al-Qaida and affiliated groups 
were in the hands of enemy forces. 

Staff Sgt. Daniel Briggs and Master Sgt. Donald 
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Hollenbaugh received Distinguished Service Crosses for the 
First Battle for Fallujah. Sgt. Willie Copeland and Capt. Brent 
Morel received the Navy Cross, the latter posthumously. 

By November, the situation had deteriorated to the point 
that nearly 14,000 troops were needed to pacify the city. 
"Operation Phantom Fury" featured Army, Marine and Navy 
personnel working side by side with British forces and Iraqi 
security troops. The number of enemy insurgents was 
estimated at around 4,000, in heavily fortified areas; the 
entire city was thought to be wired with explosives. 

The invasion began the night of Nov. 7,2004, with Special 
Forces and Iraqi commandos attacking from the west and 
the south, with numerous Marine Corps units. Meanwhile, 
Navy Seabees disabled all electricity going into the city. 
Other Marine and Army units attacked from the north. 

Civilian casualties were not as much of an issue this time 
around, because nearly 90 percent of the civilian population 
had fled the city prior to the second battle. The 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines faced some of the most intense 
fighting, which one military official called "some of the 
heaviest urban combat U.S. Marines have been involved in 
since the Battle of Hue City in Vietnam in 1968." 

By the time Phantom Fury ended Dec. 23, the 3/5 Marines 
had 19 killed in action and 245 wounded. Total casualties for 
coalition forces were 95 killed and 560 wounded Americans, 
eight killed and 43 wounded Iraqis, and four killed and 10 
wounded British. Insurgents had between 1,200 and 1,500 
killed with an additional 1,500 captured. 

The Army's 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment was 
awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for actions during the 
battle. Operation Phantom Fury also yielded two nominees 
for the Medal of Honor. Sgt. Rafael Peralta of 1st Battalion, 
3rd Marines eventually received the Navy Cross, and Staff 
Sgt. David Bellavia of the Army's Task Force 2-2 Infantry 
received the Silver Star and was nominated for the Medal of 
Honor. Marine 1st Sgt. Bradley Kasai, Staff Sgt. Aubrey 
McDade, CpI. Jason Clairday, Sgt. Jarrett Kraft, CpI. Jeremiah 
Workman, Lance CpI. Christopher Adlessperger, CpI. Robert 
Mitchell and CpI. Dominic Esquibel received the Navy Cross. 
Clairday's award was presented posthumously. 

Francis "Bing" West spent both battles embedded with 
various units, and came away with a strong distaste for the 
command's handling of them. "The singular lesson from 
Fallujah is clear," he concluded in his book "No True Glory." 
"When you send our soldiers into battle, let them finish the 
fight. Ordering the Marines to attack, then calling them off, 
then dithering, then sending them back in, constituted a 
flawed set of strategic decisions. American soldiers are not 
political bargaining chips. They fight for one another, for 
winning the battle, and for their country's cause." 

Two years later, Bellavia returned to Iraq not as a soldier 
but as a journalist, placing flowers at the places where his 
friends had given their lives. 

"The soil in Fallujah and all of Iraq has been consecrated 
with the blood of our dead," Bellavia recounted in "House to 
House," his best-selling book. "Fallujah will never be just 
another battlefield .... It was here we fought for hope. It was 
here that we fought to end the reign of terror that had 
descended on the innocents of the city." 


Regime change: 
Saddam’s era ends 

On July 22,2003, U.S. troops led by Special Forces Task 
Force 121 - including the Headquarters and Charlie 
companies of the 101st Airborne's 3/327th Infantry - 
cornered the sons of Saddam Hussein, Qusay and Uday, 
in a home in the northern Iraq city of Mosul. 

In the "Most Wanted Deck of Cards" issued to identify 
high-value targets, Qusay was the ace of clubs and Uday 
was the ace of hearts. Acting on a tip from a cousin of the 
Husseins, Special Forces troops approached the house 
and came under fire. The operators pulled back, and over 
the next six hours attacked the building with TOW 
missiles, a Mark 19 belt-fed grenade launcher, .50 caliber 
machine guns and small arms. 

After the firefight, U.S. forces recovered the bodies of 
the president's sons, as well as their bodyguard and 
Qusay's 14-year-old son, Mustapha. Meanwhile, Saddam 
went on the move to avoid capture by coalition forces; 
some intelligence indicated that he might be hiding in 
his hometown area of Tikrit, 100 miles north of Baghdad. 

Maj. Gen. Ray Odierno turned over the operation to 
Col. James Hickey, who had members of Task Force 121 
work with his troops in "Operation Red Dawn." On Dec. 

13,2003, the combined unit searched two purported 
hiding sites, "Wolverine 1" and "Wolverine 2," but failed to 
locate the deposed dictator. Troops continued searching 
the area, and finally an Iraqi-American interpreter named 
Samir located the "spider hole" in which Saddam was 
hiding with a 9mm pistol. He surrendered without a fight. 

On Nov. 5,2006, an Iraqi court convicted Saddam 
Hussein of crimes against humanity, including the 
murder of 148 residents of Dujail, Iraq, whom he had 
arrested, tortured and killed in 1982. On Dec. 30, he was 
hanged for his crimes. 



U.S. soldiers look at the Styrofoam cover of the "spider hole" 
where Saddam Hussein hid before his capture in ad-Dawr 

near Tikrit, Iracj, Dec. 15, 2003. Photo by Chris Hondros/Getty Images 
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“I was going to die and made my peace with it.” 



The view from the northern fighting position of Observation Post Topside, showing the dead space where the enemy attacked just 
below the terraces. The building in the distance was an enemy fighting position during the 2008 battle. DoD photo courtesy Staff Sgt. Ryan Pitts 


Deadly defense at Wanat 


Combatants 

■ Coalition: 48 American and 24 Afghan soldiers from 
2nd Platoon, Chosen Company, 2nd Battalion, 503rd 
Infantry Regiment (Airborne), 173rd Airborne Brigade 
Combat Team and affiliated Afghan National Army 
troops 

■ Insurgents: 200 to 500 Taliban, al-Qaida and 
Hezb-i-lslami militants led by Sheikh Dost Mohammad 


At about 4:20 a.m. July 13,2008, a loose affiliation of 
anti-coalition forces attacked a small outpost near Wanat in 
the rugged Nuristan province of Afghanistan. Having just 
moved into the area a week earlier, defensive positions were 
not completed. Most of the vehicle patrol base and nearby 
observation point ("OP Topside") had some perimeter 
protection, but various setbacks, including a broken-down 
construction vehicle, impeded progress. A 4-foot-high wall 
of HESCO barriers (large sandbags) surrounded most of the 
outpost, while some of the perimeter was secured only with 
concertina wire laid across the ground. 

The attackers had managed to approach the base from 
multiple directions and initiated contact with machine guns, 
rocket-propelled grenades and mortars. The assault 
knocked out a 120mm mortar and caused secondary 
explosions from ammunition stockpiled there, while 
rocket-propelled grenade fire destroyed a TOW missile. 

At OP Topside, about 60 meters beyond the outpost 
perimeter, the situation was grim. A burst of machine-gun 
fire initiated contact, followed by an RPG round that hit the 
position and wounded or stunned everyone there. Spc. 
Matthew Phillips managed to toss one grenade before he 
was mortally wounded. Pfc. Tyler Stafford and Staff Sgt. Ryan 
Pitts were seriously wounded, and within the first 20 


minutes, all nine men at the outpost were either killed or 
badly hurt. Insurgents then swarmed through a wire barrier 
that provided meager defense. 

Because of its elevated position, Topside was critical to 
base protection. Losing it would have given the more 
numerous insurgents excellent firing positions. As President 
Barack Obama said at Pitts' Medal of Honor ceremony at the 
White House on July 21,2014, "against that onslaught, one 
American held the line ...just22 years old, nearly 
surrounded, bloodied but unbowed." 

Wounded in both legs and with shrapnel in his arm, Pitts 
crawled onto the sandbags and fired a machine gun at the 
approaching insurgents. Alone and bleeding, the perimeter 
of his position breached, he could hear enemy voices as they 
closed in. He made a prediction about his fate: "I was going 
to die and made my peace with it." 

Two U.S. soldiers, platoon leader 1st Lt. Jonathan P. 
Brostrom and CpI. Jason Hovater, were killed trying to 
deliver ammunition to the observation post. A second relief 
group led by Sgt. Mike Denton finally made it to Topside, an 
act for which Denton was later awarded the Silver Star. 

"That Mike Denton and the other guys basically decided 
that my life was worth risking their lives to come and try to 
save me, that's pretty amazing," Pitts recalled. "He saved my 
life. He was able to search his best friend Jason Hovater's 
dead body for ammo and tell him that he loved him and 
then moved back on to fight... I don't know if I could have 
done that." 

With support from Denton, Pitts called in air support. 

Over the ensuing three hours, the air above the outpost 
would swarm with Apaches, Predator drones, B-1B Lancers, 
A-10 close air-support planes and even F-15E Strike Eagles. 
Four hours after launching the attack, the anti-coalition 
forces withdrew, having sustained nearly 50 killed and 
another 40 wounded. 
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Tucked in a river valley, COP Keating was vulnerable to attack. u.s. Army photo 


COP Keating 

Combatants 

■ Coalition: 60 Americans, two Latvians, Afghan Nation Army 

elements, B Troop and 3-61 Cavalry Regiment. 

■ Insurgents: Approximately 300 Taliban insurgents led by Sheikh 

Dost Mohammad 

At dawn on Oct. 3,2009, Taliban-led insurgents attacked Army Combat 
Outpost (COP) Keating in Afghanistan's Kamdesh Valley. Nestled in a river 
valley, the COP was home to about 60 cavalrymen from Bravo Troop, 3rd 
Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division. They confronted 
the enemy in a 12-hour close-contact battle that nearly went hand-to- 
hand. Security was breached in three places. Fires set by the attackers 
destroyed the COP's barracks. Close air support and mortar fire had to be 
directed at enemy forces inside the original perimeter. 

In the first hour, the cavalrymen had consolidated in a tight perimeter, 
in the only two buildings not burning. From there, they began pushing 
out teams to regain control. They expanded the perimeter all the way 
back to the entry control point and to the buildings on the western edge 
of the outpost, which became their final fighting position. 

Jon Hill, a platoon sergeant and Silver Star recipient, said he'll never 
forget Staff Sgt. Clint Romesha's attitude that day. "I was at my peak of 
frustration, fatigue, and overwhelmed at the situation at hand," Hill says. 
"In the tactical operations center, it was loud with explosions just outside, 
yelling, and new reports of enemy locations. Out of the blue, 'Ro' said in a 
very stern and demanding voice - just as there was a moment of odd but 
haunting silence - 'I'll tell you what we are going to do. We are going to 
take this f***ing COP back!"' 

Staff Sgt. Ty Carter, meanwhile, had been wounded. Nevertheless, he 
continued firing at the enemy inside the perimeter, ran weapons and 
ammunition to positions under fire, and carried a wounded comrade 30 
meters while rounds ripped the air around him. 

Close air support coming on station changed the tide of the battle and 
forced an enemy retreat. Twelve hours after the battle started, the 
quick-reaction force that landed three kilometers away made it to the 
COP and relieved the besieged troops. 

After the battle, COP Keating was abandoned and ultimately destroyed 
by U.S. aircraft called in to ensure that nothing was left that could be 
used by the insurgents. As the last helicopters full of troops loaded up to 
leave the area, Romesha was the final man onboard. 

The Battle for COP Keating produced 27 Purple Hearts, 37 Army 
Commendation medals with "V" devices for valor, three Bronze Stars, 

18 Bronze Stars with "V" devices and nine Silver Stars. Two cavalrymen, 
Romesha and Carter, received the Medal of Honor. 

The enemy death toll is estimated at between 150 and 200. 
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The Battle 
for Marjah 

In terms of troops involved, nothing in 
the Afghanistan war compares with the 
10-month Battle for Marjah, which began in 
early 2010. A combined force of more than 
15,000 American, Afghan, Canadian, 
Estonian, Danish, French and British troops 
fought to secure the area in the country's 
southwest corner, near both the Pakistan 
and Iran borders. Marjah had long been 
crucial to the Taliban for its abundant 
poppy fields, from which was made heroin 
to finance war efforts. The U.S. forces 
planned the battle well in advance and 
included numerous units. Marines from 
Camp Leatherneck made up the bulk of the 
American contingent. 

Codenamed "Operation Moshtarak" - 
which means "together" in the local Dari 
language - the operation was the first for 
surge forces that had been filtering into 
theater since President Obama announced 
the initiative the previous December. 
Marines, Special Forces and coalition units 
took the city in about a week, engaging in 
heavy combat nearly the whole time. 
However, the Taliban stubbornly refused to 
give up Marjah and attacked with lEDs and 
small arms fire almost daily. 

Four Marines received Silver Stars for 
their actions at Marjah: Sgt. Miguelange 
Madrigal, Capt. Timothy Sparks, Lance CpI. 
Jeffrey Cole and CpI. Jason Hassinger. Army 
Staff Sgt. Cory Calkins received the Army 
Distinguished Service Cross, while Marine 
Sgt. Joshua Moore received the Navy Cross. 
Marine CpI. Kyle Carpenter received the 
Medal of Honor. 

The nearly yearlong battle for Marjah 
cost 45 American and 13 British lives. Enemy 
casualties exceeded 120, and another 56 
were captured. 

An officer of the 1/3 Marine Weapons 
Company issues orders as Marines advance 
against Taliban forces northeast of Marjah. 


AFP/Getty photo by Patric Baz 
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OUR WAR 

THE POST-9/11 VETERAN 



Sgt. 1st Class Benjamin Perez escorts 
a detainee captured by the Iraqi army for 
further processing in 2005. dod photo 


War and Detention 


Today's state-oblivious battle against terrorism has tested the laws of war. 


BY CHRIS JENKS AND GEOFFREY CORN 

W ar involves using military power to force an 
enemy into submission. It also almost always 
involves the capture and detention of enemy 
personnel. In common parlance, these captives are 
prisoners of war, or POWs. However, the status 
designation of captured enemies is often complex, 
and many situations exist where captives do not 
qualify for POW status. The consequence of this is 
potentially profound, and it’s been a central 
challenge for the United States since military 
operations began after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

U.S. military forces have captured and detained 
thousands in armed conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and other locations of this borderless war with 
al-Qaida. Force-on-force conflicts against an enemy 
state quickly transitioned into confrontations with 
irregular and hybrid forces, thus challenging the 
authority of the governments that assumed power 
in Iraq and Afghanistan after our initial victories. 


Indeed, the bulk of U.S. combat operations have 
been prosecuted in support of these new 
governments, against the Taliban, al-Qaida and 
associated forces. 

Under international law, the vast majority of 
captives were never entitled to POW status. 

Instead, they were regarded as “enemy belligerent 
detainees.” Nonetheless, like POWs, they were held 
for the duration of the conflict to prevent them 
from returning to hostilities, and many remain 
detained. A handful of them have been prosecuted 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for war crimes, but 
detention to prevent their return to the conflict 
does not depend on a criminal conviction. 

While preventive detention of enemy captives 
for the duration of hostilities is unremarkable, 
rarely in modern history has this authority been 
used in relation to a conflict that seems to have no 
end, like the U.S. armed conflict with al-Qaida. 
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This has strained the perception of legitimacy, and 
led many to condemn what they view as indefinite 
detention without trial or conviction. 

There’s also the difficulty of determining who is 
the enemy. Unlike conventional enemies whose 
status is normally indicated by uniforms or 
identity cards, military (and at times judicial) 
authorities must piece together a jigsaw puzzle of 
conduct, statements and associations to determine 
who is, and who is not, a belligerent. The process 
is made even more complex with a deliberately 
dispersed terrorist organization. 

Ultimately, U.S. detention operations are, like all 
other aspects of wartime military operations, 
governed by law and policy. While critics lambast 
the United States for what they consider 
overzealous assertions of legal detention authority, 
the truth is much more nuanced. Perhaps in no 
other area of our ongoing military campaign has 
there been a greater effort to develop a credible 
and effective legal framework to balance the needs 
of military necessity with the interests of human 
dignity. This process has been an evolution, largely 
because of a lack of a comprehensive international 
legal framework to address the need to detain 
“unprivileged” enemy belligerents, but also 
because of the need to correct mistakes made early 
in this war’s detention saga. 

What has developed over the past 14 years is an 
amalgam of rules and procedures drawn from 
international and domestic law, intended to 
minimize both the risk that an enemy will be 
allowed to return to the fight and the possibility of 
unjustifiably detaining individuals who pose no 
genuine risk of doing so. 

WHAT LAW APPLIES? The law of armed conflict 
is the international law that regulates war. The 
regulatory framework for armed conflicts is divided 
into two categories: international armed conflict 
(IAC) and non-international armed conflict (NIAC), 
each with different applicable law. An IAC requires 
armed hostilities between at least two countries. 
Accordingly, the initial U.S. conflict in Afghanistan 
in 2001 and the conflict in Iraq in 2003 were both 
IACs. In contrast, NIACs are armed conflicts that 
don’t involve a country fighting another country, 
but instead involve hostilities between a state and 
an organized non-state belligerent group or even 
between multiple non-state groups. The classic 
NIAC is civil war, where the government is fighting 
one or more insurgent groups. 

Most of the detention-related challenges we’ve 
faced since 9/11 resulted from the inverse 


relationship between the frequency of NIACs and 
the extent of the law in place to regulate them. 

Most of the law of armed conflict, including the 
1949 Geneva Conventions, applies only during 
IACs. In contrast, there is a paucity of law 
applicable to NIACs. This creates a profound 
regulatory gap, because NIACs - the conflicts 
against non-state groups such as insurgents and 
other hybrid enemies - occur far more frequently 
than IACs. Indeed, some estimate that over the 
past 50 years, 90 percent of the armed conflicts 
have been NIACs. Thus, while there is a 
comprehensive body of law for the kinds of 
international conflicts that rarely occur, far less 
law exists for the kinds of conflicts that do. It was 
into this regulatory gap that the United States fell 
following 9/11 - a gap that is particularly 
significant in the area of detention. 

STATUS AND REVIEW In IACs, captured 
enemy soldiers are detained as POWs. Why? Based 
on their status as members of the enemy armed 
forces, they are presumptively a threat. They are 
detained to prevent them from continuing to fight. 
And it doesn’t matter what the soldier was doing at 
the time of capture. Infantryman, special forces 
operative, clerk/typist - as long as they are 
members of the enemy armed forces, they are 
subject to detention. 

The law of armed conflict considers and treats 
civilians very differently than members of the 
military, as it should. For example, while the 
captured Iraqi soldier is detained based on his 
status (as a soldier), the Iraqi civilian is not. The 
civilian may be detained (called internment for 
civilians), but only when the individual’s conduct 
indicates that internment is necessary for 
imperative reasons of security. 

When the rationale behind detention is 
understood, the conduct of that detention and how 
it ends makes sense. POWs, captured to prevent 
them from returning to hostilities, may be 
detained until hostilities end. And because it is 
their status that justifies detention, no type of 
hearing or review is required, only a determination 
of that status. Only when hostilities end, 
eliminating the risk the POW will return to the 
fight, is repatriation required. 

In contrast, civilians may be interned only so 
long as they remain a threat. The law of armed 
conflict contains a review process by which, at 
least twice a year, the detaining military authority 
reconsiders whether the civilian still poses a 
security threat such that internment is warranted. 
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Unfortunately, the law of armed conflict provides 
far less clarity about the status of potential 
detainees in NIACs. This has required the United 
States to rely on customary international law 
principles that provide the foundation for all law of 
armed conflict treaties, to include the handful of 
treaty provisions developed specifically for NIAC. 
But it has also required extension of rules 
developed for IACs into the NIAC realm. 

For example, the United States considers 
members of non-state belligerent groups - like 
al-Qaida operatives - subject to detention to 
prevent return to hostilities, as if they were POWs. 
However, because of the seemingly unlimited 
duration of the war, and the complexity of 
assessing their status as members of non-state 
belligerent groups, the United States has also 
extended the individualized cause and periodic 
review rules applicable to civilians in IACs to these 
detainees. Thus, whether detained in Afghanistan 
or Cuba, each detainee is provided an initial status 
review hearing and annual reviews to validate the 
continued military necessity for detention. Finally, 
as the result of Supreme Court decisions, all 
detainees at Guantanamo Bay may challenge the 
review decisions in federal civilian court. 

DETAINEE TREATMENT Whether detained in 
an IAC or NIAC, the law of armed conflict requires 
that all detainees be treated humanely, which 


basically means that U.S. forces must protect them 
from harm and do no harm to them. While there 
was some confusion over applicability to al-Qaida 
detainees early in the war, this is no longer the 
case. Today, any person in U.S. custody is 
protected by this humane-treatment obligation. 

For detainees who qualify as POWs, the law of 
armed conflict provides an additional protection 
known as “combatant’s privilege” or “combatant 
immunity.” During an armed conflict, members of 
the armed forces are lawfully permitted to use 
lethal force and take any number of actions that 
would be criminal outside the context of armed 
conflict. For example, there is simply no legal 
authority to intentionally kill someone in 
peacetime based only on status; such a killing is 
murder. But the law of armed conflict legally 
permits intentionally killing an enemy belligerent 
operative during armed conflict based solely on 
such status. As a result, it grants immunity from 
criminal sanction for this exercise of “combatant’s 
privilege.” While the soldier granted this immunity 
is subject to detention as a POW, the detaining 
nation is barred from prosecuting him for his 
lawful wartime conduct. 

No such privilege extends to non-state belligerents 
in NIACs, nor even to soldiers in an IAC whose 
conduct violates the law of armed conflict (for 
example, killing a POW or torturing a detainee). 
Accordingly, the United States determined from the 



March 11,2004 
Madrid bombings 

Terrorists with possible al-Qaida connections launch a 
series of bombings on the Madrid commuter train 
system in Spain 911 days after the 9/11 attacks in the 
United States. The death toll is 191, far deadlier than 
any previous terrorist attack in Spain. 

March 31,2004 
Blackwater deaths 

Insurgents in Fallujah ambush a convoy, killing four 
private U.S. military contractors. A mob sets the 
bodies on fire, and the corpses are dragged through 
the streets before they are hung over a bridge. 

Photos of the killings are released worldwide. 


April 4,2004 

First Battle of Fallujah 

In response to the contractor killings and mutilations, U.S. 
forces launch a major military mission known as Operation 
Vigilant Resolve to apprehend the perpetrators, clear 
guerrillas from Fallujah and establish security. Thie mission 
is later handed off to Iraqi forces, but instability continues 
and the insurgency grows, leading to an eventual second 
battle there. 

June 18,2004 

Pakistan attacks 

The United States begins a 
series of drone attacks in 
northwest Pakistan to defeat 
Taliban and al-Qaida fighters in 
the mountainous Waziristan 
area. With logistics and air 
support from the United States, 
the Pakistani Army captures or 
kills numerous al-Qaida 
operatives, including 9/11 
mastermind Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed. 
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■ Ultra Low, Barrier Free Entry 

■ Sturdy, Fold Away Seat 

■ Slip Resistant Floor 

■ Leak Free Construction 

■ Custom Installation 



Trackless Barrier Free Entry Easy To Use Faucet 

All of our showers are protected by PremShield® 
antimicrobial lifetime protection. The built-in gel 
coat keeps your shower clean and safe! 


PAYMENTS 
AS LOW AS 

PER MONTH* 


$150 


FREE INFORMATION KIT 


CALL NOW [ Promo Code 21194~| 

1 - 800 - 630-3547 



YEARS 


Arthritis Foundation 

Ease of 
Use 


Jation Jk 



THE FIRST SHOWER COMMENDED 
BY THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION 

*Subject to approved credit. Example: Based on 9.9% APR, a down payment equal to 1/3 of 
contract amount, and a monthly payment of $150 for 120 months. Offer subject to change. 


or Visit www.MoreTublnfo.com Today! 

Premier Care 

in Bathing 


A* 


CUT OFF AND MAIL BACK TODAY! 


ar YES! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE about Premier Care Walk-In Baths. I 21194 | 

Name Telephone ( ) 


Email 

(Required for Processing) 



Address 

City 

State 

Zip 


Send To Premier Care in Bathing, 2330 South Nova Rd., South Daytona, Florida 32119 

*By submitting this request, I agree that Premier Care in Bathing may contact me by telephone using automated technology at the telephone number provided. 
I consent to the privacy policy and understand this consent is not a condition of purchase. 

















































outset of the war with al-Qaida that captured and 
“unprivileged” enemy belligerents were subject not 
only to detention but to civilian or military court 
trial for their violent actions. 

If the U.S. military can already detain these 
captives, what is the point of prosecuting them? 

If he is convicted, he will be detained. If he is 
acquitted, he is still subject to preventive 
belligerent detention. This apparent anomaly is 
the source of a lot of confusion. 

Trial and conviction do matter, even for someone 
who will remain in detention after acquittal. Most 
notably, if convicted, the detention will no longer 
be merely preventive, but punitive. This means 
that even if hostilities end, detention will continue 
for the duration of the sentence. It may also mean 
that the detainee will be subjected to capital 
punishment. Second, the conditions of detention 
may change substantially, as punitive detention 
is normally more onerous than preventive 
detention. 

As noted by the Supreme Court in an early 
Guantanamo decision, detention of enemy 
belligerents during armed conflict is a “necessary 
incident of waging war.” But that same decision 
also noted that if the nature of a armed conflict 
were to become significantly different from those 
that informed the development of the law of armed 
conflict, it may be necessary to reconsider the 
rules for detention. 



Getty photo 


July 7,2005 
7/7 attacks 

Al-Qaida suicide bombers launch a coordinated series of 
attacks on London's transportation system. Bombs are 
detonated on three London Underground trains, and 
another explosive strikes a double-decker bus in the city. 
Fifty-two civilians are killed, and more than 700 others are 
injured. Future al-Qaida leader Ayman al-Zawahiri appears 
in a pre-attack videotape made by one of the suicide 
bombers and broadcast by Al Jazeera in September. 


In many ways, this seems to have predicted the 
evolution of U.S. detention practice since 9/11. 

The United States continues to preventively detain 
enemy belligerent operatives, and pursue 
prosecution of many it believes violated the law 
of armed conflict. But it has also implemented 
procedures in an effort to balance the necessity 
of detention with the risk of unjustified 
indefinite deprivation of liberty. While there are 
no easy answers to the detention challenge, 
almost all observers would agree that we are in 
a better place today than when this challenge 
first emerged. II 

Chris Jenks is an assistant professor of law at the 
Southern Methodist University Dedman School of 
Law in Dallas. A graduate of the U.S. Military 
Academy , he previously served in the Army , first as 
an infantry officer in Germany , Kuwait and Bosnia , 
and later as a judge advocate in Korea and Iraq and 
chief of the Army's international law branch in the 
Pentagon. 

Geoffrey Corn is a professor of law at South Texas 
College of Law in Houston. A retired Army 
lieutenant colonel he graduated from OCS in 1984 , 
served as an intelligence officer in Panama and 
spent the remainder of his career as a judge 
advocate. After retiring in 2004 , he served as the 
Army’s senior law-of-war expert in the Pentagon. 


“Every day contains another dangerous mission 
or life-threatening moment for our son. Such is 
the nature of war. But he believes, as we do, 
that all those missions and moments are 
worth it. He sees 
firsthand the progress 
and accomplishments, 
the fact that freedom is 
winning in Iraq, that the 
terrorists and insurgents 
are on the ropes, and a 
newly liberated nation is 
beginning to take care of 
its own business ... We cannot separate our son 
from the war, nor do we wish to. He is part of it, 
and it is part of him.” 

American Legion National Commander Tom Bock, whose 
son, Adam, was a Chinook helicopter pilot deployed to Iraq 
in 2005 when The American Legion passed Resolution 169, 
expressing support not only for the men and women 
fighting, but for their mission, too. 
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‘My friends all hate their 
tiu<tcell phones... I love mine!’ 

Here’s why. 


HO 



Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Say hello to Jitterbug. 



“Cell phones have gotten so small, I 
can barely dial mine .” Not Jitterbug®, 
it features a larger keypad for easier 
dialing. It even has an oversized display 
so you can actually see it. 


“I had to get my son to program it.” 

Your Jitterbug set-up process is simple. 
We’ll even pre-program it with your 
favorite numbers. 


“I tried my sister's cell phone... 

I couldn't hear it.” Jitterbug is 
designed with an improved speaker. 
There’s an adjustable volume control, 
and Jitterbug is hearing-aid compatible. 


“I don't need stock quotes, Internet 
sites or games on my phone, I just 
want to talk with my family and 
friends.” Life is complicated enough... 
Jitterbug is simple. 


“What if I don't remember a number?” 

Friendly, helpful Jitterbug operators are 
available 24 hours a day and will even 
greet you by name when you call. 


“I'd like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency, but I don't want a high monthly 
bill.” Jitterbug has a plan to fit your needs... 
and your budget. 

Available in 
Blue and Red. 


More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in on a 
two-year contract!” Not Jitterbug, there’s no contract 
to sign and no penalty if you discontinue your service. 


“I'll be paying for minutes I'll 
never use!” Not with Jitterbug, 
unused minutes carry over to the 
next month, there’s no roaming 
fee and no additional charge for 
long distance. 


“My phone's battery only 
lasts a couple of days.” The 

Jitterbug’s battery lasts for up to 
25 days on standby. 


Enough talk. Isn’t it time you 
found out more about the cell 
phone that’s changing all the 
rules? Call now, Jitterbug product 
experts are standing by. 


^ Monthly Plan 

$14.99 

$19.99 ^ 

Monthly Minutes 

50 

was NOW 400 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

911 Access 

FREE 

FREE 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

^ Friendly Return Policy 1 

30 days 

30 days ^ 


Order now and receive a 
FREE Car Charger for your Jitterbug - 
a $25 value. Call now! 



NEW Jitterbug5 Cell Phone 

Call toll free today to get your own Jitterbug5. 

Please mention promotional code 100389. 

1 - 888 - 822-9215 

www.jitterbugdirect.com 

We proudly accept the following credit cards. 

ffir' iM— “^1 £ 


IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION:WEVTALK offer valid on 400 minute plan and applies to new GreatCall customers only. Offer valid until plan is changed or cancelled. Jitterbug is owned by Great- 
Call, Inc.Your invoices will come from GreatCall. All rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other 
charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated.There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, 
minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly minutes carry over and are available for 60 
days. If you exceed the minute balance on your account, you will be billed at 35^ for each minute used over the balance. Monthly rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices 
and fees subject to change. We will refund the full price of the GreatCall phone and the activation fee (or set-up fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your 
first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 
minutes.You will be charged a $10 restocking fee.The shipping charges are not refundable. Jitterbug and GreatCall are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung 
Electronics Co., Ltd. ©2015 Samsung Electronics America, LLC. ©2015 GreatCall, Inc. ©2015 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 





















RAPID FIRE 


The 


PRICE of one 

COFFEE 

DRINK 


Dues increase of $5 per year needed 
to fulfill Legion's mission to assist 
veterans, troops, youth and those 
coming home from war. 




Pexels 


N early a decade has passed since The American 
Legion's last national per-capita dues increase. 
During that span, the U.S. cost of living has climbed 
13 percent. An economic downturn unseen since the Great 
Depression has trimmed interest income from American 
Legion investments by over 35 percent. And the pool of 
veterans eligible for American Legion membership has 
declined by about 20 percent. 

With more than 3 million veterans of the global war on 
terrorism restarting civilian lives, or soon to do so, and looking 
to The American Legion for help, the National Executive 
Committee passed a resolution at the 2015 Spring Meetings in 
Indianapolis to recommend a $5 per-capita annual increase in 
national membership dues. It amounts to about 1.4 cents a day. 

The NEC's recommendation comes at a time when the need 
for American Legion advocacy, expertise, influence, services 
and programs are sorely needed in every corner of our nation. 
Veterans are waiting too long for benefits claims decisions and 
medical appointments, and need well-trained and accredited 
American Legion service officers right now and for years to 
come. Nearly 4,000 veterans sought help at about two dozen 
Veterans Benefits Center events over the last year where they 
received firsthand, on-the-spot assistance, including over 
$1 million in retroactive, past-due disability benefits. 

The most obvious takeaway from those events is that 
veterans and their families need, and will continue to need, 
American Legion representation because the road to VA 
reform is certain to be long and fraught with challenges. 

And, at a time when the world is shrinking and speeding up 
through social media, young people face multiple temptations 
and opportunities for unhealthy choices that American Legion 
youth programs can counteract. One of the recent American 
Legion National Junior Shooting Sports champions made the 
point that the program gave him the focus and drive to turn 
what he called bad report cards in high school to grade point 
averages of 3.6 and 4.0 in his final two years. 

This is not a time to divest from The American Legion's 
ability to serve veterans, members of the U.S. Armed Forces or 
young people. A national $5 per-capita dues increase - about 
the price of one large coffee drink over the span of a year - can 
prevent National Headquarters from having to cut programs 


and services over the course of an entire decade. 

The natural attrition of veterans from early-20th-century war 
eras has contributed greatly to a 16 percent drop in 
membership since the last dues increase passed. That accounts 
for a nearly $5.7 million revenue reduction since 2007. 

To offset that, National Headquarters has worked to 
stimulate corporate relationships, improve its charitable giving 
program and reduce operational costs through digital 
technology. All these efforts have helped stave off earlier dues 
increase recommendations that would have been necessary 
given the economy and membership situation. 

The Legion's non-member fundraising program has grown 
significantly and is now netting about $1.4 million to the 
positive, but it took more than three years to get there. The 
national television advertising program is off to a similar start, 
and a number of technological initiatives like online joining, 
renewal and sustained giving help the bottom line. Affinity 
relationships with great allies like USAA, The American 
Legion's preferred provider of financial services, have also 
been vital. 

All these efforts are trending toward reduced reliance on 
membership dues, but it will take some time to get there. 
Today, more than 200,000 Legionnaires renew annually online, 
reducing the cost of mailing and hand-processing renewal 
notices. And although the number of online transactions is 
growing, it's still less than 10 percent of the total membership. 

The American Legion's ability to succeed over the next 
decade - including promotion of our values and services to 
post-9/11-generation veterans and their families - depends on 
positive cash flow and the ability to invest in the future. 
Without this dues increase, National Headquarters would be 
looking at entering its centennial celebration year staring at a 
estimated budget deficit of $6.78 million. 

Nearly a century has passed since The American Legion's 
founders made their time-honored commitment to serve 
veterans, troops and families in their communities, states and 
nation. American Legion members have never retreated from 
that commitment or failed to invest in future generations. At a 
time of war, a time of homecoming and a time of need among 
our nation's veterans, families and young people, there is no 
better place to invest an extra $5 a year. 
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Chicago Doctor Invents Affordable Hearing Aid 

Outperforms Many Higher Priced Hearing Aids 


Reported by J. Page 

CHICAGO: A local board-certified 
Ear, Nose, and Throat (ENT) physician, 
Dr. S. Cherukuri, has just shaken up the 
hearing aid industry with the invention 
of a medical-grade, affordable hearing 
aid. This revolutionary hearing aid is 
designed to help millions of people 
with hearing loss who cannot afford 
—or do not wish to pay—the much 
higher cost of traditional hearing aids. 


Designed by a Board-Certified Ear, Nose, and Throat (ENT) Doctor 
Doctor-Recommended, Audiologist-Tested 

★ ★★★★Top rated hearing aid online— 
thousands of satisfied customers 

Batteries Included! Comes Ready To Use 
FDA-Registered 
Save Up To 90% 

Free Shipping Available 
100% Money-Back Guarantee 



"Perhaps the best quality-to- 
price ratio in the hearing aid 
industry" — Dr. Babu, M.D. 
Board-Certified ENT Physician 


Dr. Cherukuri knew that untreated 
hearing loss could lead to depression, 
social isolation, anxiety, and symptoms 
consistent with Alzheimer's dementia. 

He could not understand why the 
cost for hearing aids was so high 
when the prices on so many consumer 
electronics like TVs, DVD players, cell 
phones, and digital cameras had fallen. 

Since Medicare and most private 
insurance do not cover the costs of 
hearing aids, which traditionally run 
between $2,000-$6,000 for a pair, many 
of the doctor's patients could not afford 
the expense. Dr. Cherukuri's goal was to 
find a reasonable solution that would 
help with the most common types of 
hearing loss at an affordable price, not 
unlike the "one-size-fits-most" reading 
glasses available at drug stores. 

He evaluated numerous hearing devices 
and sound amplifiers, including those 
seen on television. Without fail, almost 
all of these were found to amplify bass/ 
low frequencies (below 1000 Hz) and 
not useful in amplifying the frequencies 
related to the human voice. 

Inspiration From a 
Surprising Source 

The doctor's inspiration to defeat the 
powers-that-be that kept inexpensive 
hearing aids out of the hands of the 
public actually came from a new cell 
phone he had just purchased. "I felt 
that if someone could devise an 


affordable device like an iPhone® 
for about $200 that could do all sorts 
of things, I could create a hearing aid 
at a similar price." 

Affordable Hearing Aid 
With Superb Performance 

The high cost of hearing aids is a result 
of layers of middlemen and expensive 
unnecessary features. Dr. Cherukuri 
concluded that it would be possible to 
develop a medical-grade hearing aid with 
out sacrificing the quality of components. 
The result is the MDHearingAid PRO, 
well under $200 each when buying a pair. 
It has been declared to be the best 
low-cost hearing aid that amplifies 
the range of sounds associated with 
the human voice without overly 
amplifying background noise. 

Tested By Leading 
Doctors and Audiologists 

The MDHearingAid PRO has been 
rigorously tested by leading ENT 
physicians and audiologists who have 
unanimously agreed that the sound 
quality and output in many cases 
exceeds more expensive hearing aids. 


MDHearingAid*»>/W? 



Proudly Assembled in the USA 
from Domestic & Imported Components. 



45-DAY 

RISK-FREE 

TRIAL 


> 

BBB 

A 

RATING 




Doctors and patients agree: 

"BEST QUALITY SOUND" 
"LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE" 

7 have been wearing hearing aids 
for over 25years and these are the 
best behind-the-ear aids I have 
tried. Their sound quality rivals 
that of my $3,000 custom pair 
ofPhonakXtra digital ITE." 

—Gerald Levy 

"I have a $2,000 Resound Live 
hearing aid in my left ear and the 
MDHearingAid PRO in the right 
ear. I am not able to notice a 
significant difference in sound 
quality between the two 
hearing aids ” 

—Dr. May, ENT Physician 

"They work so great, my mother 
says she hasn't heard this well in 
years, even with her $2,000 
digital! It was so great to see 
the joy on her face. She is 90 
years young again." 

—A1 Peterson 


For the Lowest Price 
Call Today 

1-800-873-0680 

Phone Lines Open 
24 Hours EVERY DAY 

www.MDHearingAid.com 

Use Offer Code CE14 to get 
FREE Batteries for a Full Year! 


“MDHearingAid endorses consulting with your doctor to determine the need for a hearing aid’ 


FREE Shipping Available 

©2015 

“Not available in the state of Washington.” 



















^ _ 

HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

Female World War II vet 
at last joins Legion 

Sitting upright in a chaise in her living room, Gladys 
"Bunny" Strong rested comfortably as American Legion 
National Commander Mike Helm sat beside her, gently 
holding her hand. He'd come to Ludlow, Vt., to acknowledge 
the overlooked, underappreciated service of a veteran who 
for decades felt unworthy of the title "Legionnaire." 

Helm met Strong while campaigning for national 
commander. Although her stateside service as a female 
Marine during World War II made her eligible to join The 
American Legion, she joined the Auxiliary seven decades 
ago and never thought twice about Legion membership. 

Strong's husband Richard, also a World War II veteran, 
joined Ballard-Hobart Post 36. She preferred to be around 
the women in the Auxiliary, and served as unit president. 

"The club itself didn't welcome women," says Strong's 
daughter, Jean. "They couldn't go in the bar or attend official 
meetings. I remember my mother saying she didn't want to 
take away from my father's service. He served in Germany 
and she didn't. She felt she didn't really serve." 

Helm asked Ned Bowen, Post 36 commander, and Linda 
Perham, department adjutant, to help him bring Strong into 
the Legion. Members surprised her with a membership card 
during the Department of Vermont's convention in June. 



National Commander Mike Helm visits Gladys Strong at her 
Vermont home shortly before her death July 7. Photo by Andrea Dickerson 


The post also hosted a women veterans forum and 
reception, with special guest facilitators Legion Executive 
Director Verna Jones, Veterans Employment & Education 
Commission chairwoman Denise Rohan and Perham. Helm 
challenged attendees to honor the service and sacrifice of 
all veterans, including female Legionnaires and women 
veterans who are Auxiliary members. 

"I am proud to say that we have female veterans serving 
in virtually every capacity of the Legion," he said. "There are 
women in the Legion - ones who were welcomed and ones 
who weren't, necessarily - who have stepped forward and 
taken their rightful place. We need to make sure that we are 
reaching out to all our women veterans." 

-Andrea Dickerson 




Gold is at a S^ear 
low! Now is the best 

v%, 

time to buy before 
prices climb again! 


Call Today 


i>±Z5.UU 


2015 $10 


— 1 - 844 - 218 - 7103 — 


PARAMOUNT RARE COIN & CURRENCY 



nP 


230 Country Lane Dr. • Lumberton, TX 77657 Es 

409.892.2553 * www.paramountrcc.com 3 
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OPERATION COMFORT WARRIORS 

Legion helps 
connect service 
dog to veteran 

When VA doctors recommended 
that Army veteran James Harris have a 
service dog, his mother, Sherri Page, 
reached out to The American Legion 
for help. Within eight days, Harris met 
his new service dog, Sky. 

"I'm really touched," said Harris, a 
member of Post 73 in Valley Center, 
Kan. "Overjoyed is the best word." 

The Department of Kansas 5th 
District Legion Family provided dog 
food, a kennel and two dog beds. An 
OCW grant covered adoption fees. 

















ADVERTISEMENT 


AGING IS NATURAL . 
GIVING UP ON YOUR 
VIRILITY ISN'T! 

BRING BACK THE BEST YEARS OF YOUR LIFE 
... HERE’S HOW ONE MAN DID IT! 


Although this would otherwise be an embarrassing subject - I feel strongly about 
sharing my recent experience with others my age. Simply put, I’m 57 years old 
and even though I’m in good health overall, my body just doesn’t respond like it 
used to. Intimacy and virility have become an issue. 

Recently, I found myself struggling to “perform" - I began losing my confidence, 
and with it, my sense of “male prowess". I was feeling a great deal of pressure and 
embarrassment, my wife was beginning to think it was something she did or didn’t 
do - it wasn't. 

I wasn’t comfortable discussing my situation with anyone - not even my doctor - 
so in a desperate attempt to find some help, I privately did some research on the web. 

First, I found that many HEALTHY men experience a decrease in virility with age. 

I wasn't alone! Good blood circulation is the key to maintaining virility, and there 
are a number of factors that can weaken it. 

" Armed with this new information, I began to search through the many “male “ 
enhancement" products on the net. I found a pill and patch for everything and 
anything, but one product stood out among them - PROZEMAX is completely 
different — not a pill or a patch, this surprisingly effective topical formula is delivered 
directly to the "source” -where t needed it most. Best of all, PROZEMAX is recommended 
by a Leading Physical and you don’t need a prescription. I don't need to swallow 
_ a pill, prescription or not, or wear some kind of patch on my shoulder! J 

After trying PROZEMAX just once, I could actually feel it working immediately, it 
felt incredible! I LITERALLY STARTED FEELING IT IN UNDER 60 SECONDS! 
What a difference! I couldn't believe it - virility like I haven’t felt in years! My 
driver's license says I’m 57, but thanks to PROZEMAX, my wife says I’m 18 
again! It feels great! I now know it's normal to experience some problems with 
virility at my age, but PROZEMAX let me deal with it naturally. No pills - no 
patches - and even better - no embarrassing appointment with the doctor. 

Try PROZEMAX. You'll feel it working immediately, and get back to living your life! 

Jim S, 

Miami, FL 


P S. I f m pretty sure you can still get a FREE MONTH SUPPLY of PROZEMAX 
with your order by calling 1-800-918-9094 or by visiting their website 
www.TRYPROZEMAXNOW com Oh. and even better, this product is backed 
by a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee! So can while supplies last - you (and 
your partner) will be glad you did! 


FREE MONTH SUPPLY! 

CALL 1-800-918-9094 



66 MY DRIVER’S LICENSE 
SAYS I’M 57, BUT MY WIFE 
SAYS I’M 18 AGAIN! 99 



IN TH£ (tygf 

PATENTED 

FORMULA 


RECOMMENDED BY A LEADING PHYSICIAN 
46 Reviewing the scientific data, I’ve found 
PROZEMAX s unique topical formula and 
usage plan can truly generate a healthy 
impact on male arousal & performance. 99 


Individual results, may vary. These statements have not Keen evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. The information featured above has been compiled 
from actual letters we’ve received from a few of our many satisfied customers. POllAMLEOtSlS 
















RAPID FIRE 



Syrian cultural heritage sites, especially in Islamic 
State-controlled regions, are threatened by looting 
and destruction, ap 


MIDDLE EAST 

CULTURE WAR 

"A group of unlikely warriors is training to fight on a little-known front 
of Syria's civil war: the battle for the country's cultural heritage," The Wall 
Street Journal reports. "The recruits aren't grizzled fighters but graying 
academics, more at home on an archaeological dig than a battlefield." 

The mission of this so-called culture brigade is to save ancient artifacts, 
religious relics and archaeological sites from profiteers and ISIS fighters. 
"Looting, often with bulldozers, is now the militant group's second- 
largest source of finance after oil," the paper notes. 

"What started as opportunistic theft by some has turned into an 
organized transnational business that is helping fund terror," explains 
Michael Danti, an archaeologist at Boston University and State 
Department adviser. "It's the gravest cultural emergency I've seen." 

Unlike World War ll's "monuments men" - made famous by the 2014 
film of the same name - these 200 or so archaeologists have "few 
resources and are seldom supported by armed units." 

At secret sites, they are "instructed on how to get to key sites and 
document both what is there and what is already missing. Another skill: 
how to hide precious objects that may be at risk of looting, and record 
the GPS locations so they can be retrieved at a later date." 

Less than 1 percent of the artifacts stolen from churches and Bronze 
Age towns across Iraq and Syria has been recovered, the Journal reports. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Putin hides Russian role in Ukraine 

Desperate to hide direct military involvement in Ukraine, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin is destroying the bodies of fallen soldiers, 
Bloomberg News reports, citing U.S. lawmakers who have traveled to 
Ukraine on fact-finding missions in recent months. 

"The Russians are trying to hide their casualties by taking mobile 
crematoriums with them," House Armed Services Committee Chairman 
Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, told Bloomberg. "They are trying to hide not 
only from the world, but from the Russian people, their involvement." 
Thornberry said Ukraine's allegations are "largely supported by U.S. 
intelligence and others." 

Rep. Seth Moulton, D-Mass., a Marine Corps veteran, called the 
Russian government's actions "horrific and shameful." 


POLITICS 

Presidential poll 


64 

64 

56 

52 

49 


Percent who see George H.W. 
Bush in a favorable light 

Percent who see Bill Clinton in 
a favorable light 

Percent who see Jimmy 
Carter in a favorable light 

Percent who see George W. 
Bush in a favorable light 

Percent who see Barack 
Obama in a favorable light 

Source: CNN/ORC International 


VERBATIM 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Criticism of Sen. John McCain's service is outside 
the bounds of normal political discourse... 

He and his fellow prisoners in Vietnam often 
endured torture, starvation and sometimes death 
while defending our great nation. They are heroes. 
There can be no argument about that. 

National Commander Mike Helm, responding to business mogul Donald Trump's 
statement at the Family Values Summit in Ames, Iowa, that Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., is "a war hero because he was captured. I like people who weren't captured." 

Trump is running for the 2016 GOP presidential nomination . Source: The Hill 


Bankrolling 

Bashar 

Iran spends between $6 billion 
and $15 billion annually propping 
up Syrian dictator Bashar Assad, 
according to a Bloomberg News 
analysis. The lower-end estimate 
comes from the office of the 
United Nations' special envoy for 
Syria. The upper-end figure 
comes courtesy of Nadim 
Shehadi, director of the Fares 
Center for Eastern Mediterranean 
Studies at Tufts University. 
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DEFENSE MOBILE 

THE BEST MOBILE SERVICE 

FOR MILITARY, VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES 


MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

New mobile service company offers discount to Legionnaires 


Defense Mobile is fulfilling its mission of connecting and 
improving the lives of U.S. military veterans and current 
servicemembers by delivering superior wireless coverage on 
the nation's largest networks, at discounted savings to its 
members. As the only mobile service built exclusively for 
veterans, military servicemembers and their families. 
Defense Mobile recently established an alliance with The 
American Legion to enhance communication with veterans 
and to offer Legionnaires discounts on their mobile service. 

"If your mission is to connect and improve the lives of 
veterans, you can't do that alone; you don't do it alone," says 
Brendan Reilly, CEO and co-founder of Defense Mobile. "We 
want to (work) with organizations that have the ability to 
reach veterans and support them in a way that they deserve, 
and The American Legion is doing that." 

Reilly's vision comes from his years supporting the 
military by leading technological initiatives for agencies 
within the Department of Defense. With the help of his 
brother, Andrew, Reilly achieved his vision by creating an 
executive team of top military leaders and partnering with 
the nation's three largest networks. 

The Connecticut-based mobile service company 
offers individual and family plans at low cost with 
no-contract plans and no activation fees, as well as a 30-day 
money-back guarantee. For unlimited talk/text, individual 
plans start at $35 a month, and family plans start at $95 for 
two lines. 

When mobile users switch to Defense Mobile, their 
network and coverage remains the same, but their monthly 
bill and service support come from Defense Mobile. 
Customers can keep their current phones and Defense 
Mobile will send a new SIM card, or they can purchase a new 
smartphone through the company. 

To thank Legionnaires for their continuing service. 

Defense Mobile is offering a 10 percent discount on mobile 
service for life when a member verifies his or her military 
affiliation using his or her Legion member ID number. This 
offer is available to current members, as well as to those 
who join the Legion in the future. 


"I was convinced from the beginning that low prices alone 
and having the best coverage on America's most reliable 
networks wasn't enough," says Andrew, a co-founder of 
Defense Mobile. "We set out to really be different and be a 
wireless provider that stays true to its mission. We are the 
only carrier in the United States with an exclusive focus on 
the military." 

Besides having cheaper mobile service plans, other 
incentives to switch to Defense Mobile are its veteran- 
friendly customer service and free benefits app, Reilly says. 

Defense Mobile's customer service agents are all veterans, 
giving customers an "instant bond," he adds. "It's not 
someone saying, 'Oh, your phone's not working.' It's, 'Sir, 1 
get it. I will do whatever it takes. You have my personal 
commitment because I'm a vet, you're a vet, and we're in this 
together.' 

"If you walkthrough the halls here, everyone is a vet, or 
touched by the military in some way, and is dedicated to 
connecting and improving the lives of our members." 

Defense Mobile also offers all veterans - whether they 
have service with the company or not - its free miliSOURCE 
app, which helps veterans understand the benefits at the 
local and state level for which they may be eligible. 

Additionally, to stay true to its mission of focusing on the 
military, Defense Mobile donates 10 percent of net proceeds 
to organizations that support military and veterans families 
in need. And every Friday, the company sends out an email 
to customers detailing how their membership allowed them 
to donate to a particular military-focused organization. 

"We are using this platform to connect the veteran 
community and trying to see how we can improve it by 
bringing the military community together better," Reilly 
says. "We want to bring technology and our network 
capabilities to enhance the Legion's ability to support 
veterans. Everybody working together makes this better for 
veterans." 

Legion members can learn more about Defense Mobile 
and how to start receiving discounted cell service by visiting 

www.defensemobile.com/legion. 


SEPTEMBER 2015 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 59 




RAPID FIRE 


BUSINESS 

A short history of 
veteran entrepreneurship 

Veteran 

entrepreneurship is a 
longstanding tradition in 
the United States. 
Following World War II, 
millions of veterans 
became business owners. 
This "greatest generation" 
sparked an economic 
boom, and the nation 
flourished. Nearly 
49 percent of all veterans 
went on to own or operate businesses, from small 
manufacturing plants to traditional mom-and-pop 
shops on the corner of Main Street. Owning a small 
business was an integral part of the ethos of the 
time - the American Dream, in which freedom 
included prosperity and success achieved through 
hard work, in a society with few barriers. 

What does veteran entrepreneurship in 
America look like today? 

According to the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, more than 2.5 million businesses 
are operated by veterans nationwide. Nearly 25 
percent of all returning Afghanistan and Iraq war 
veterans want to become small-business owners, 
and possess the same can-do approach to 
small-business ownership that their predecessors 
did. They have the discipline, drive, leadership and 
teamwork skills necessary to make them successful 
entrepreneurs. 

How can I learn more about veteran 
entrepreneurship? 

A great place to start is the Syracuse University 
Institute for Veterans and Military Families (IVMF) 
paper "Introduction to Business Ownership." This 
gives an overview of the relationship between 
veterans and entrepreneurship, and what veterans 
can expect as they transition into life as an 
entrepreneur. 

MarkL. Rockefeller is an entrepreneur, attorney 
and veteran. He is the co-founder and CEO of 
StreetShares, an online marketplace where investors 
compete to provide shares of commercial loans to 
small businesses. StreetShares has been described as 
'"Shark Tank'meets eBay" for small business loans 
and has secured a commitment of $200 million to 
fund veteran-owned businesses. 

Have a question? Send it to questions@ 
streetshares.com. 

Follow Mark on Twitter: @markrockefeller 
or StreetShares @StreetShares 






CENTENNIAL 

Post 124, Westfield, Mass. 

For about 10 years in the 1920s and 1930s, American Legion Post 
124 of Westfield, Mass., sponsored a group of Sea Scouts through 
Boy Scouts of America (BSA). Many went on to serve in the 
military and become members of Post 124; one even served as 
post commander. 

Today, Sea Scouts is a specialized part of BSA's Venturing 
program, open to young men and women 14 to 21. Units, called 
"ships," focus on sailing and cruising sailboats or power vessels. 
Swimming, lifesaving, first aid. Coast Guard Auxiliary sailing and 
seamanship, and CPR courses are taught as well. 


Share your post's legacy 

Upload stories, photos and videos of your post's history on 
the Legion's Centennial Celebration website. 

© www.legion.org/centennial 


EDUCATION 

In-state tuition deadlines 

Q: Under Section 702 of the Choice Act, if a 
veteran is more than three years past separation 
when enrolling in school for the first time, is he 
or she considered a covered individual eligible 
for in-state tuition? 

Al A student who enrolls in school more 
than three years after discharge is not 
considered a covered individual. However, a 
student who enrolls in school within three 
years of discharge will remain eligible as long as he or she is using 
Post-9/11 Gl Bill or Montgomery Gl Bill-Active Duty (MGIB-AD) 
benefits and remains continuously enrolled at that school. 
Continuity of enrollment is not broken by regularly scheduled 
breaks between courses, semesters or terms, and students do not 
have to enroll in summer sessions or terms to maintain 
continuous enrollment. 

Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of American 
Legion Post 27in Arizona, askvalerie@legion.org 



60 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | SEPTEMBER 2015 



















RAPID FIRE 


AWARDS 

Legion honors 
academy grads 

In May, The American Legion's 
national vice commanders presented 
awards to exceptional students at each 
of the five military academies. 

Ens. Christian 
Brindamour 

Manchester, 
Conn. 

Brindamour 
received the 
Legion's award 
for excellence in athletics at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy in New London, 
Conn. National Vice Commander Dick 
Neville presented the award. 




2nd Lt. 

Matthew Bryan 

Medford, N.J. 

Bryan received 
the Legion's 
award for the 
highest standing 
in chemistry at the U.S. Military 
Academy in West Point, N.Y. National 
Vice Commander Paul Sanford 
presented the award. 



2nd Lt. Rebecca 
A. Esselstein 

Dayton, Ohio 
Esselstein 
received the 
Legion's award 
for the highest 
proficiency in all academic subjects at 
the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. National Vice 
Commander Doug Haggan presented 
the award. 



Ens. Andrea Howard Norcross, Ga. 

Howard received the Legion's award 
for the highest marks in English, history 
and government at the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Md. National 
Vice Commander Bill Bryant presented 
the award. 


Ens. Jake Wade Merritt Island, Fla. 

Wade received the Legion's award in 
the category of national security at the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in Kings 
Point, N.Y., but could not attend the 
ceremony because he was at sea. 
National Vice Commander Jake Jacobs 
was to present the award. 



Finally, 


Financial Assistance for Victims of 
Mesothelioma and Asbestos-related 
Lung Cancer and their families 

The law firm of Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. is privileged to provide vital help for 
retired military veterans, construction workers and industrial tradesmen and 
their families who were exposed to and subsequently injured by toxic asbestos 
products. Mesothelioma is more than a ravaging illness: 

■ It’s a disease which can ruin a family’s finances 

■ It’s a disease that requires highly specialized doctors 
and very expensive treatment 

■ It’s a disease that is never the victim’s fault 

Weitz & Luxenberg, one of the America’s leading Asbestos and Personal Injury 
law firms, has been providing support and assistance for eligible asbestos 
victims and their loved ones nationwide, for more than two decades. 

Their efforts include seeking out all methods to secure badly-needed financial 
assistance for asbestos victims -- either through lawsuits, negotiated monetary 
settlements or corporate bankruptcy trust fund payments - for qualifying 
asbestos victims and their loved ones. 

If you are a victim of Mesothelioma (or asbestos-related Lung Cancer), or if you 
are the surviving spouse or child of a victim, get the support and compensation 
you rightly deserve. 


Call Weitz & Luxenberg today at 
(888)411-LAWS (5297) to see if you qualify* 


Weitz! vi 

VX/ 


JJXENBERG PC. 
Law Offices 

ASBESTOS | DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES | ENVIRONMENTAL | NEGLIGENCE 


1-888-411-LAWS (5297) WWW.WEITZLUX.COM 
700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10003 

BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY & CALIFORNIA 

Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not main¬ 
tain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. Not licensed to prac¬ 
tice law in Louisiana. Gary Klein, Esq. (Lawrence Goldhirsch, Esq., member of FL Bar). ^Clients are accepted based on 
specifics of their Asbestos disease and if their date of diagnosis conforms to their state’s statute of limitations. 
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ASK A SERVICE OFFICER 

VA benefits for 
Camp Lejeune water 
contamination 

Q: Does my family 
qualify for VA benefits 
due to Camp Lejeune's 
history of water 
contamination? 

A: From the 1950s through 
the 1980s, people living or 
working at U.S. Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune 
in Jacksonville, N.C., were 
potentially exposed to 
drinking water 

contaminated with industrial solvents, benzene 
and other chemicals. Family members who lived 
at Camp Lejeune for 30 days or more between 
Aug. 1,1953, and Dec. 31,1987, may be eligible for 
VA health benefits through the Camp Lejeune 
Family Member Program for 15 conditions: 
esophageal cancer, breast cancer, kidney cancer, 
multiple myeloma, renal toxicity, female 
infertility, scleroderma, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, 
lung cancer, bladder cancer, leukemia, 
myelodysplastic syndromes, hepatic steatosis, 
miscarriage and neurobehavioral effects. 

VA is reimbursing family members for eligible 
out-of-pocket medical expenses related to the 
15 covered conditions. However, VA pays for 
treatment only after it has received payment 
from all other health plans. 

To apply for reimbursement, you must show: 

■ Your relationship to a veteran who served at 
Camp Lejeune, with a marriage license or birth 
certificate; 

■ That you lived on the base for 30 days or more 
between Aug. 1,1953, and Dec. 31,1987, with 
copies of orders or base housing; and 

■ That you paid health-care expenses for a 
covered condition on or after March 26,2013 (the 
date Congress began to cover the Camp Lejeune 
Family Member Program), with receipts. 

This program only covers the conditions listed 
above; it doesn't meet the minimum standard for 
health coverage under the Affordable Care Act. 

If you meet the qualifications, apply online: 

© www.clfamilymembers.fsc.va.gov 
Find an service officer in your state: 

© www.legion.org/serviceofficers 

Do you hove o question for Deportment of North 
Corolino Service Officer Cojun Comeou about the 
claims process or veterans benefits in general? Send 

it to askso@legion.org. 



Cajun Comeau 

Department Service 
Officer, North Carolina 



Boys Nation senators visit the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., on 

July 19. Photo by Lucas Carter 


BOYS NATION 

2015 Boys Nation class 
keeps up with tradition 

In July, the 69th session of American Legion Boys Nation brought 
together 98 young men from across the country, selected by their 
states' respective Boys State programs. Conducted at Marymount 
University in Arlington, Va., Boys Nation is Boys State on a larger scale, 
providing an even broader education and hands-on experience of the 
U.S. system of government. 

Delegates elected Aravind Byju of Florida president by a close vote 
of 50 to 46. Peter Spectre of Maine was elected vice president after 
winning a coin toss to settle the first tie in more than 30 years. 

Participants also traveled to sites throughout the Washington, D.C., 
area, including the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial, the National World War II Memorial and Arlington 
National Cemetery. There, the young men laid a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknowns. They also explored the cemetery's grounds with 
counselor Mark Seavey, a writer for the Legion's Media & 
Communications Division, who has friends buried at Arlington. They 
visited their graves, as well as others suggested via Facebook. 

In addition, delegates participated in a special memorial 
observance in Virginia, paying tribute to the four Marines and Navy 
sailor who were killed July 16 when a gunman burst into a Navy and 
Marine reserve center in Chattanooga, Tenn., and opened fire. 

During their stay, the Boys Nation group visited a number of 
officials, too. At the Pentagon, Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus spoke 
to the young men about his job and his own time at Boys State. They 
had the opportunity to shake hands with President Barack Obama at 
the White House, and spent time with American Legion National 
Commander Mike Helm at Post 136 in Greenbelt, Md. 

Read stories, see photos and watch videos from Boys Nation: 

© www.legion.org/boysnation 
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RAPID FIRE 


CENTENNIAL 

Posts, 
departments 
win big with 
pistol raffles 


Selling chances on The American 
Legion Centennial Pistol is proving 
quite the fundraiser for Legion posts 
and departments. Available since last 
summer, the pistols are developed by 
A&A Engraving of Rapid City, S.D. 
Different versions feature the Legion's 
100th Anniversary logo, a World War I 
doughboy and and more. 

Post 500 in Speedway, Ind., made 
$6,000 in profit on a 2-for-$10 raffle, 
while the South Dakota American 
Legion Foundation sold 600 $20 
tickets before a drawing at the 
department convention in June. 

© auguns.com/american-legion- 
centennial 



Yours FREE! 


Elvis Presley 80th Birthday 
U.S. Half-Dollar Tribute 

N ow you can get a desirable color Elvis 
coin FREE - just send $2.95 for shipping 
and guaranteed delivery. 

Uncirculated U.S. Half-Dollar 
Your new uncirculated U.S. Half-Dollar is 
enhanced using a revolutionary technique. A 
permanent part of the coin, this color portrait of Elvis 
is sure to bring back many fond memories. 

Authorized by Graceland 
This high-quality coin is a meaningful keepsake and powerful reminder of the impact 
“The King of Rock ‘n’ Roll” has had on generations of music fans around the world. 

Act now and you’ll get the coin FREE - just send $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed 
delivery to your home. Limit of one coin for this special offer. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Send today and you’ll also receive special collector’s 
information and other interesting coins on approval. 


Elvis’ 80th Birthday Coin 

®fYes! Send me the Elvis Presley coin. Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed delivery. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit of one coin. 

Quick order at MysticAd.com/NZ106 

Name_ 


Address_City/State/Zip 

□ Check or money order □ Visa □ MasterCard 


NY State residents add sales tax. 


_| Exp. Date_/_ 

Send Payment to: Mystic Stamp Company, Dept. NZ106, 9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 



Do you or a loved one 
STRUGGLE on the stairs? 

We have the AFFORDABLE solution! 


Arthritis Foundation 


Ease of 
Use“ 


dation ^ 


The only stairlift 
to earn the 
Ease of Use 
Commendation 
from the Arthritis 
Foundation. 


The WORLD LEADER 
in stairlifts 

The MOST TRUSTED name 
in the industry 


# BUY DIRECT from the 
manufacturer and SAVE 

# A+ Rating with the 
Better Business Bureau 


'SjSsfc m - 

M x flL CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD! 

V g* 1-877-242-3122 


BBB 


□ ACORN MENTION THIS AD FOR 

STAIRLIFTS j 

AcornStairlifts.com S 250 OFF* 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished 
models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount 
will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad when calling. 


PURCHASE OF A NEW STAIRLIFT! 


-J 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 


USAA® 


How to manage out-of-pocket medical costs 




J.J. MONTANARO 


A whopping $1,500. 

To my surprise, that was my portion 
of a bill from a visit to the doctor last 
year. Talk about getting up close and 
personal with the health insurance 
concept of "cost-sharing." 

To be fair, my doctor's office 
informed me what the tests were 
going to cost. I just ignored them and 
assumed the hard-to-swallow number would be subject to 
severe shrinkage after it went through my insurance 
company. Oops. 

That big bill came with a lesson: know your coverage and 
manage your care to help control costs. As changes to our 
health-care system put more and more decisions in your 
hands, it's critical that you arm yourself with the knowledge 
to take charge of your care. 

The first step in avoiding an expensive surprise is 
understanding the cost-sharing terminology. So let's review 
some of the key terms: 

■ Premium. That's what you pay, typically on a monthly 
basis, for your health insurance. If your coverage is through 
your employer, it will be deducted on a pretax basis. If not, 
you may be eligible for special tax benefits based on the 
premium you pay. 

■ Deductible. This is what you may have to fork over before 
your insurance begins to pay. One exception: most 
insurance policies cover the cost of preventive care - such as 


immunizations, annual physicals, screenings and 
mammograms - without meeting a deductible. 

■ Co-payments. This is a set cost you'll pay every time you 
visit the doctor, get a prescription, go to the emergency 
room or use health-care services or supplies. The co-pay will 
vary for different services. For example, a doctor's visit may 
be $25, a trip to the ER $100 and a generic prescription $8. 

■ Coinsurance. After paying your full deductible, you may 
be responsible for a portion of your health-care costs. For 
example, you may pay 10 percent or 20 percent, and your 
insurance will cover the rest of the cost of covered care. This 
shared approach toward medical expenses will continue 
until you hit your out-of-pocket maximum. 

■ Out-of-pocket maximum. Every dime you pay in 
deductibles, co-payments and coinsurance payments 
counts toward this figure. Once you hit the maximum, your 
insurance covers the rest. The Affordable Care Act set the 
maximum out-of-pocket total at $6,600 ($13,200 for families) 
in 2015. 

It sounds confusing, but knowing these terms can pay off. 
This year, I cut that $1,500 bill down to $216 by simply taking 
the test at a different facility. That's a tangible benefit of 
taking charge of your health care. 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion's preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 

© www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


VERBATIM 

... stop talking about how this 
terrorist's friends and family 
described him. His life? It didn't 
matter past the moment he chose to 
open fire on unarmed men. Men who 
were husbands, sons, brothers, 
fathers. They mattered. They matter. 
And you should know their names. 

Katie Foley, blogger and wife of an active-duty Marine, 
on the fatal shootings of four Marines and one sailor 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., on July 16. According to the FBI, 
24-year-old Muhammad Abdulazeez forced his way into a Navy 
and Marine Corps reserve center, killing Gunnery Sgt. Thomas 
Sullivan, Sgt. Carson Holmquist, Lance CpI. Skip Wells, Staff Sgt. 
David Wyatt and Navy Logistics Specialist Randall Smith. 

Source: Military.com 



Bryan Thaboua kneels with his 8-month-old son, Cooper, in 
front of the Lee Highway memorial for the Chattanooga, 
Tenn., shooting victims. Muhammad Youssef Abdulazeez 
attacked two military facilities July 16 in a shooting 
rampage that took the lives of four Marines and one sailor. 

Photo by Dan Henry/AP 
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Copper Compression Socks Help 


FIGHT FATIGUE, SWELLING & PAIN... 

'l&&\ 



For Men...For Women 

Every fiber of this miracle compression 
therapy system is infused with bam¬ 
boo and copper threads, with potent 
natural anti-bacterial, anti-fungal, odor 
fighting and heat-conducting prop¬ 
erties, to surround areas of pain in 
soothing, pain-reducing support and 
warmth. Gentle graduated compres¬ 
sion supports calves, feet and ankles, 
which helps to improve circulation 
and fight fatigue & pain. Washable 
import of bamboo charcoal fiber/ 
copper/elastane. This product is 
not intended to diagnose or cure 
any medical condition. If symptoms 
persist, see your doctor. This prod¬ 
uct is solely designed for soothing 
therapeutic relief. Fits sock sizes (9-11) 
& (10-13). 

Copper Infused Compression 
Socks Help To: 

° Increase Blood Flow 

° Reduce Fluid 
Retention & Swelling 

° Decrease Foot Odor 
& Bacteria 

° Wick Away Perspiration 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order 


1 - 800 - 530-2689 

Order Now Toll-Free 


Connect With 

DreamProducts.com 

website offers may vary 


SI §3 H < 2 > £9 


blog facebook pinterest google+ 


16-17-16 




Graduated Compression Helps 
Improve Blood Flow While 
Massaging & Stimulating Muscles 


"aw- Woven With 

Heat -Conductive 

I COPPER 

THREADS 



Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


Indicate Quantity Under Style & Color 

#84397 
Sz 9-11 
Black 

#84407 
Sz 9-11 
White 

#84398 
Sz 10-13 
Black 

#84408 
Sz 10-13 
White 





Copper Compression Socks @ $7.99 pr. 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax 

$ 

Regular Shipping & Handling Add $4.95 
no matter how many ordered 

$ 4.95 

I- 1 . FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 

|r Add An Additional $2.95 

'■■n" (receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

Please Print Clearly TOTAL 

$ 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 
Card# 


Dept. 71746 






Exp. Date 


/ 


Name 


Address _ 
City_ 


ST_Zip 


Daytime Phone #_ 


Email Address_ 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 


Dept 71746 © 2015 Dream Products, Inc. (Prices valid for 1yr.)_ 

































































COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 

to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 


Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices_ 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 

IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa¬ 
tion on howto publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion¬ 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

1st Fit Det (Nha Trang AB, Vietnam, 1964- 
1972), Dayton, OH, 10/19-22, Rob Locker, (614) 
738-9670, relockerjr@cs.com; 7th Airlift Sqdn, 
Seattle, 10/9, Gabriel Taylor, (253) 982-2080, 
gabriel.taylor@us.af.mil; 12th TFW (MacDill AFB, 
& Vietnam), 12th FEW/SFW (Bergstrom AFB 
& Korea) & Supporting Units, Charleston, SC, 
4/20-24, E.J. Sherwood, (480) 396-4681, ej12tfw@ 
cox.net; 81st Ftr Wing, St. Louis, 9/12-15, Carl 
Russell, (480) 839-1061, crussell13@cox.net; 384th 
Air Refueling Sqdn, Wichita, KS, 10/23-25, Cheryl 
Schemanski, (316) 759-6150, cheryl.schemanski@ 
us.af.mil; F-4 Phantom II Society, Tucson, AZ, 
10/12-15, Bill Crean, (609) 932-5158, williamcrean@ 
comcast.net; Red Horse Sqdns, Fort Walton 
Beach, FL, 10/12-16, Dick Aldinger, (407) 859-7436, 
famdinger@aol.com; USAFSS, St. Augustine, FL, 
128-31, Jay Johnson, (321) 727-8041, jayjohnson@ 
cfl.rr.com 

_ARMY_ 

1st Bn 8th Cav 1st Air Cav "Jumping Mustangs" 
(Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/30-10/4, James Knafel, 
(260) 244-3864, jjknafel@gmail.com; 8th Cav 
10th Inf Div Basic Trainees - Fort Riley Basic 
Tng Cos HHC 1st Bn 85th Inf & Item Co 87th 
Inf Rgt (Dec 1953-Jan 1954), George Co 86th 
Inf Rgt (Feb-Apr 1954), & 8th Cav Rgt (Camp 
Crawford, & Camp Whittington, Japan, May 
1954-Nov 1956), Shawnee Mission, KS, 9/11-13, 
Steve Bosma, (408) 270-1319, jackremembers@ 
aol.com; 321st "Can Do" Trans Co (Vietnam), 
Aptos, CA, 9/17-21, Bruce Larson, (925) 548-6311, 
bruceflarsonjr@gmail.com; 335th Radio 
Research Co, Burlington, VT, 9/10-13, Jim 
Mossman, (513) 779-7145, jmossman@fuse. 
net; 919th Eng Co "Red Devils," 919th EAMC 
(SCARWAF), Gettysburg, PA, 10/7-9, Kenneth 
Wood, (336) 668-4531, woodkp@hotmail.com; 

A Trp 3/17th Air Cav "Silver Spurs," Branson, 
MO, 4/20-24, Allan LaGrange, (563) 210-2253, 
allanshumiao@aol.com; Delta Co 1st Bn (Abn 
Air Assault), 12th Cav, 1st Cav Div (Airmobile) 
(Qui Nhon & Central Highlands, Vietnam, 
1965), San Antonio, 9/29-10/2, Chuck Rose, (210) 
854-4131, chuckrose@gvtc.com; HQ & SVC Btry 
6/12 FA, Colorado Springs, CO, 7/29-31, Michael 
Longfellow, (217) 260-4794, longfellow38@ 
comcast.net 

_COASTGUARD_ 

Owasco WHEC39, Jacksonville, FL, 10/23-24, 
Frank Boyle, (856) 912-7113, eyeballmi@aol.com 

_MARINES_ 

C-1-7, Dallas/Fort Worth, TX, 10/15-18, Mike 
Patrick, (214) 796-7980, mike@thepatrick.name; 

Pit 145 (MCRD San Diego, 1964), Beaufort, SC, 
4/27-30, Don Cobb, (318) 683-3935, cobb145@aol. 


com; VMF/VMA-211, Cocoa Beach, FL, 10/6-11, 
Joe Kalil, (317) 842-7461, joe.kal75@att.net; 
Yemassee Train Depot, Yemassee, SC, 10/16-17, 
Roy Hughes, (843) 589-3385, howardhostrander@ 
yahoo.com 

NAVY 


Cabot CVL 28, Ocean City, MD, 10/9-13, Ron 
Davis, (860) 536-1835, cvl28rgd@hotmail.com; 
Caliente AO 53, New Orleans, 9/10-13, James 
Rawlinson, (317) 704-1111, rawlin50@sbcglobal. 
net; Duluth LPD 6, Duluth, MN, 8/19-23, Don 
Rowe (440) 951-6695, don.rowe@ussduluth.org; 
Furse DD/DDR 882, Savannah, GA, 10/14-18, 
Martin Wuensche, (314) 739-4833, mwuenscher@ 
sbcglobal.net; Hopewell DD 681, Branson, MO, 
10/3-7, Ken Davis, (931) 728-9626, kfdavis718@ 
yahoo.com; Kasaan Bay CVE 69 (1943-1946), 

San Diego, 10/4-8, Frank Kilduff, (213) 281-6286, 
kfilmo@att.net; Leary 879, Omaha, NE, 9/16-20, 

Al Redden, (308) 530-1284, alshr@allphone. 
com; Lofberg DD 759, San Francisco, 10/1-5, 

Fred Shields, (856) 854-9215, fjshield@camden. 
rutgers.edu; Manley DD 940, Myrtle Beach, 

SC, 4/27-5/1, Harold Kane, (609) 409-7737, 
manleypres940@gmail.com; Mansfield DD 728, 
Tampa, FL, 8/26-30, Gary Wigley, (210) 267-8864, 
garyewigley@yahoo.com; MCB 1,9 & 10, Port 
Hueneme, CA, 10/15-18, Peter Dowd, (781) 
837-0393 mcblreunion@verizon.net; Murray 
DD/DDE 576, Annapolis, MD, 9/17-19, Neil 
DenBleyker, (315) 673-2181, ndenblke@aol.com; 
Navy Nuclear Wpns Assn, San Antonio, 10/11-17, 
Dwight Chipperfield, (308) 760-6273, chip@bbc. 
net; Porterfield DD 682, Denver, 9/13-19, Thomas 
Hamilton, (260) 632-4019, twrahamil2000@ 
hotmail.com; Power DD 839, Washington, 6/9-13, 
John Pinto, (352) 527-2352, jpinto839@gmail.com; 
Pursuit AM 108 & AGS 17, Peoria, IL, 9/22-24, Joe 
Venovich, (309) 263-4400, cvenovich@yahoo. 
com; Sphinx ARL 24, Branson, MO, 9/14-18, 
Dennis Klein, (215) 527-8176, dckdck@aol.com; 
Taussig DD 746, Nashville, TN, 9/23-27, Don 
Johnson, (859) 745-2973, hihatky@yahoo.com; 
Towers DDG 9, Pittsburgh, 9/15-20, Raymond 
Wong, (415) 566-7285, usstowersddg9@pacbell. 
net; Ulysses S. Grant SSBN 631, San Diego, 

11/1-5, Bob Arias, (760) 390-8137, barias@cox.com; 
Ulysses S. Grant SSBN 631, Cruise, 11/5-12, Larry 
Jordan, (940) 569-8145, lej_ss@sbcglobal.net; 
VC-12/VAW-12, Washington, 10/16-19, Dick Bray, 
(585) 576-0595, leighbray@hotmail.com; Wasp, 
Nashville, TN, 9/9-12, Walt Pinegar, (936) 291-0228, 
wpinegar2@gmail.com; YAGRs (Radar Picket 
Ships), Branson, MO, 5/19-21, Lee Doyle, (850) 
433-6930, yagrs16@cox.net 


_ LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 347, FL: Robert E. Baumeister, Thomas C. 
Biddle, Terry S. Briggs, Richard L. Goerts, Garry 
L. Jones, Michael J. Maher, Norman G. Marquis, 


Patrick M. McDonald, John J. Pachin, Henry G. 
River, Victor A. Troutman 
Post 532, IA: Kenneth A. Thode 
Post 161, Ml: Kenneth Hallas 


_IN SEARCH OF_ 

8th Div 167th Inf (Fort Carson, CO & Korea, 
1953-1955), James Macomber, (908) 475-8145 
48th Sec Police B Fit (Lakenheath RAFB, 
Suffolk, England, 1967-1971), Dave Lohr, (608) 
235-5661, daverohrprf@gmail.com 
60th Field Maint Sqdn Jet Engine Shop (Travis 
AFB, CA, Feb 1971 -Apr 1974), Tom Lehto, (503) 
369-5345 

68th/503rd Eng Depot (Inchon, Korea, 

1953- 1955), Lynn Howard, (608) 235-4815, 
Ihoward608@aol.com 

89th Medium Tank Bn (Korea, 1950-1951), 

Norman Meeker, (850) 677-8216, norman28@ 
mediacombb.net 

93rd Bomb Wing 328th Bomb Sqdn (Castle 
AFB, CA, May 1957-Dec 1960), William 
Gene Brack, (830) 792-3922, chaplain@ 
mychaplaininc.com 

97th Ftr Sqdn (Wright-Patterson AFB, 

1954- 1956), George Olson, (907) 947-5543, 
gereneolson@gmail.com 

157th QM Co (Baumholder & Kaiserslautern 
Army Bases, Germany, 1957-1958), Edward 
Roberts, eroberts12@cox.net 
285th MP Co (Karlsruhe, Germany, 1965), Cecil 
Roberts, (214) 796-8092, crr41@att.net 
507th Eng Depot Maint (Toul, France, 1959- 
1962), Harold Way, (812) 945-3687, hway1622@ 
twc.com 

531st Tact Ftr Sqdn (Bien Hoa AB, Vietnam, 
1968-1969), Ralph Noel, (804) 931-4654, ralph. 
noel3@gmail.com 

575th Trans Co (Vicenza, Italy, 1960-1970), 

Fred Dintino, (215) 643-7970, fdintino@ 
verizon.net 

602nd AAA (1943-1946), Karl Monson, (315) 
655-4371 

632nd Cbt Support Grp Air Refueling (Binh 
Thuy, Vietnam, Dec 1967-Dec 1968), Roger 
Van De Hey, (530) 300-6035 
814th CES Sqd Heavy Equipment, Roads & 
Grounds (Westover AFB, 1965-1970), Joe 
Lyman, (727) 392-2946, tmartin21@triad.rr.com 
8997th Composite Grp (Frankfurt, Germany, 
1951-1953), Harold Hyatt, (610) 613-2033, 
halbike@aol.com 

A Co 1st Bn 2nd Bde "Alpha Aces" (Army Tng 
Ctr, Fort Polk, LA, July 1974), Walter Repsher 
Jr., warjlr1@verizon.net 

C-5-56 Nike Hercules Msl Base (Dillsboro, IN, 
1962-1965), Murray Fitzgerald, (419) 305-4670, 
bbfitz@bright.net 

C Btry 4th Msl Bn 57th Arty (Furth, Germany, 
1966-1967), Paul Witman, (610) 273-3271 
C Co 385th MP Bn (Karlsruhe, Germany, 1965- 
1968), Cecil Roberts, (214) 796-8092 
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H&S Co 54th Eng Bn (Cbt) (Leipheim, 

Germany, 1954-1957), Ed Gaston, (828) 632- 
7541, edgaston76@gmail.com 
HQ 7th Maint Bn Camp Friendship (Korat, 
Thailand, Jan 1966-Apr 1967), John Carey, 
(201) 988-4561, jocar436@aol.com 
Kasaan Bay CVE 69 (1943-1946), Frank Kilduff, 
(213) 281-6286, kfilmo@att.net 
MARS Radio Stn & Signal Unit/Telephone Ops, 
XX Corps (Columbus Brks, Fort Hayes, Ohio, 
1964, Thomas Nickle, (713) 502-7799, hl9xx@ 
yahoo.com 

PCE 897 (1946-1947), Calvin McMickens, (480) 
202-2607 

Pit 145 1st Bn B Co (MCRD San Diego, 1964), 

Don Cobb, (318) 683-3935, cobb145@aol.com 

VP-56 (Keflavik, Iceland, 1971-1973), Bill 

Malloy, (508) 395-8264, buickm38@aol.com 


_TAPS_ 

Joe O. Gamble, Dept, of District of Columbia. 

Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2002-2013 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cncl.Memb. 2013-2015. 

Ralph D. Gardner, Dept, of Montana. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1991-1992, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
1993-1995, Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1995-1996, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1995-1997, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. 
Cmte. Memb. 1997-2001 and Nat'l Veterans 
Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1996-1997. 

Clayton T. Glenn, Dept, of Nevada. Dept. Cmdr. 
1991-1992 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1990-1991. 

Doris R. Gross, Dept, of Washington. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1978-1979, Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 1986-1987, 
Nat'l Citizens Flag Alliance Dept. Chmn. 1997- 
2005 and 2006-2009, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 
1980-1986, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1956-1957 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cmsn. Consultant 1988-2015. 


Wayne E. Hakala, Dept, of Maine. Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 2014-2015, Nat'l 
Children & Youth Cmsn. Memb. 2012-2013 
and Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2010 - 2012 . 

Roy E. Johnston, Dept, of West Virginia. Nat'l 
Sec. Cncl. Memb. 2014-2015. 

George Larsen, Dept, of Kentucky. Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1984-1989 and 
Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 1993-2015. 

Roy R. Leazer, Dept, of North Carolina. Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1994-2015. 

Glendon W. Peysar Sr., Dept, of Utah. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1960-1961. 

Stanley W. Reinhard Jr., Dept, of 
Pennsylvania. Dept. Cmdr. 1985-1986, Nat'l 
Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 1989-1993, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1982-1985, 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Advisory 
Board Memb. 1993-1999 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1978-1981. 

Ronald Roberts, Dept, of Illinois. Nat'l Veterans 
Employment & Education Cncl. Memb. 2013- 
2015. 

Kenneth J. Rourke, Dept, of Florida. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2005- 
2013 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cncl. 
Memb. 2013-2015. 

William R. Stalzle, Dept, of Illinois. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2007- 
2013 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cncl. 
Memb. 2013-2015. 

Terry L. Woodburn, Dept, of Illinois. Nat'l 
American Legion Child Welfare Foundation 
Exec. Secretary 1992-1998, Nat'l Endowment 
Fund Corp. Secretary 2000-2015, Nat'l Mbrshp. 
& Post Activ. Advisory Board Memb. 2005-2015, 
Nat'l American Legion Riders Advisory Cmte. 
to Internal Affairs Chmn. 2013-2015, Nat'l HQ 
Americanism, Children & Youth Assistant 
Director 1983-1991 and Nat'l HQ Americanism, 
Children & Youth Deputy Director 1991-1998. 


INDIVISIBLE 



THE STORY OF 

OUR FLAG 


Pre-order 
Indivisible: The 
Story of Our Flag, 

a limited-edition 
bookazineto celebrate 
The American Legion's 
100th Anniversary. 



755.915 


MAG 0915 Order now for November delivery. 

FREE SHIPPING! 


ORDER ONLINE 

WWW.AMERICANLEGIONFLAGS.COM 
ORDER TOLL FREE (888) 453-4466 
ORDER BY MAIL 

Send your check for 9.95 per copy (plus state sales tax 
forCA,DC,ID,IN,MA,ME,ND,NE) payable to 


AMERICAN LEGION EMBLEM SALES 

P.0. Box 36460 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-0460 


NAME 


STREET 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


DAYTIME PHONE 


EMAIL 


LEGION SHOPPER 



•HARRIS 

mmmnm 


Loud & Clear 

Conversations! 

with amplified 


phones from 

clarit 

SMART FOR SENIORS" 


Learn More! 

harriscomm.com/ 
clarity products 


ILlike 

THE LEGION ON FACEB00K 

WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 


MEN’S WIDE 
SHOES 


200+ styles 

FREE catalog ^ 

EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-20 

www.wideshoes.com 

1-800-992-WIDE • Hitchcock Shoes 

Dept. 5R5 Hingham, MA 02043 



DIGITAL HEARING 

SALE 

5year < QQQ 95 An Y size 
warranty M OOSJ — or style 

($§ 3 ) $249 — to $ 499 PL ' 

FREE Telephone Hearing Test 

FREE Consultation with Technician 

FREE TRIAL • FREE S&H 

NEW! 

OPEN FIT 
TECHNOLOGY 

Most Brands 

Repairs $77 m 

SuuaMI 

Hearing ONE • 1-800-249-4163 

IOO Main St., Marty, SD 57361 

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA 


U.3, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! 

I TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 I 

VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55368 
| WEB SITE: www.MilltqryVetsPX.com | 



HAT PINS • MEDALS • 



• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1 - 888 - 223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Oo. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 


00 

> 



FREE estimates! Do you qualify for discounts? 
Call or visit the Legion Member web page today! 


northAmerican 


800 . 343.6899 

http://Legion.movingnavl.com 

800 . 871.8864 


http://Legion.movingallied.com 


A 
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PARING SHOTS 

Where there's a will f, I want to be in it. 

A CHILD went with his father to see a litter of 
newborn kittens. When he arrived home, he 
breathlessly informed his mother that there were 
two boy kittens and two girl kittens. 

“How did you know that?” his mother asked. 
“Daddy picked them up and looked underneath,” 
the child said. “I think it’s printed on the bottom.” 

A TRAVELING SALESMAN was driving down a 
country road when he noticed that a three-legged 
chicken was running alongside his car. He stepped 
on the gas, but at 50 mph the chicken was still 
keeping up. After about a mile, the chicken ran up 
into a barn behind an old farmhouse. 

The salesman had time to kill, so he drove up 
the lane. He knocked at the door, and when the 
farmer answered he told him what he’d just seen. 

The farmer knew about the chicken. “As a matter 
of fact,” he said, “my son is a geneticist, and he 
developed this breed of chicken because he and 
his mother and I all like a drumstick when we 
have dinner. This way we only kill one chicken.” 
“Wow,” the salesman said. “How do they taste?” 
“I don’t know. We can’t catch them.” 

A LAWYER had a leaky faucet in his office 
bathroom. He got the number of a nearby plumber 
and called him in. The plumber arrived and in five 
minutes had repaired the faucet. Washing his 
hands, he told the lawyer, “That will be $150.” 

“That’s outrageous!” the lawyer exclaimed. 
“That’s more money than I make in an hour.” 

“I know,” the plumber said. “That’s why I quit 
being a lawyer.” 



“I don’t know what it is, but I have this sudden urge 
to kick this pig through that tree.” 




“Almost. You came in a close second to the coffeemaker.” 

A BOY doing his homework asked his father, “Will 
you help me find the least common denominator?” 

“It hasn’t been found yet?” his father replied. 
“They were looking for it when I was a kid!” 

AN EXHAUSTED HUNTER stumbled into a camp. 

“Am I glad to see you,” he said. “I’ve been lost 
for three days.” 

“Don’t get too excited,” the other hunter replied. 
“I’ve been lost for three weeks.” 

“THE GOVERNMENT released hundreds of 
documents seized from Osama bin Laden’s 
compound. Among the items is a job application 
for al-Qaida. It’s like a regular job application 
except it asks questions like, ‘Where do you see 
yourself exploding in the next five years?”’ 

- Jimmy Kimmel 
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As a special fhank you fo Ihe men and women 
who answered Ihe call of T^T TT'Y'if is our 

fo fhank you for your brave 

service fo our greaf COUNTRY 

wifh a FREE 2015 US Marshall 1 oz. Silver Dollar 
for each 24k Gold Liberty purchased. 


2015 GOLD & SILVER 
AMERICAN EAGLES 


Official Government 


Tender Corns * Fill 
Med States West 


$5 Gold Eagles 

$ 124.00 


01 snivel 

$ 18.00 


» 





mm 

united states 
jMtPRECIOUS METALS. 


B3F 

nr /- 


<$ 500 ^ 

MORE 


VAULT CODE AL1508 

( 855 ) 203-6320 
















Rugged, Manly Style! 

Warm plush polyester sherpa 
lining extends into the 
drawstring hood, full zip front, 
banded bottom & cuffs, and 
plenty of pockets. Sleeves are 
lined in a smooth polyester for 
easy on and off. Machine wash 
and dry. Order now! 


You SAVE s 60 at Haband! 


Our Competitors Sell a 
Similar Jacket for $80 


Cozy 

Hood with 
Drawstrings! 


Wine 


Soft Comfortable 
Fleece! 


Inside 

Pocket! 


Warm 

Sherpa Lining! 


2 Deep 

Hand-Warming 

Pockets! 


QUALITY & CDMFORT 




Fleece Jacket 


2 for 38.47 

3 for 55.45 

4 for 71.37 


1 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 
Card #_ 


Exp.:_/_ 



1BRAND NEW COLORS 


BUMR 


□Visa 

□ MasterCard 


Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address_ 

City & State _ 
Phone/Email _ 


. Apt. # 
Zip_ 


□ Discover® | enc | 0S e $_purchase price, and only $6.99 shipping & handling 

□AmEx for m y entire order. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the following states: 


□ Check AZ, GA, MA, NJ, PA, Wl, & WV. 


Regular Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) 
_ L(42-44) XL(46-48) _ 

*Big Men (just $5 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 
5XL(62-64) 6XL(66-68) 


When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your 
check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your ac¬ 
count as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will 
not receive your check back from your financial institution. 


© 7T6-37038 

WHAT 

SIZE? 

HOW 

MANY? 

14 

WINE 



01 

BLACK 



ran 

NAVY 



11 

ALPINE GREEN 



m 

BLUE 
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CHARCOAL 
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For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or Visit www.Haband.com/bestdeals 


Imported 





































